
Policing is a social relationship made up of a set of 
practices that are empowered by the state to enforce 
law and social control through the use of force.  
Reinforcing the oppressive social and economic 
relationships that have been central to the US 
throughout its history, the roots of policing in the United 
States are closely linked to the capture of escaped 
slslaves, and the enforcement of Black Codes.  Similarly, 
police forces have been used to keep new immigrants 
“in line” and to prevent the poor and working classes 
from making demands. As social conditions change, 
how policing is used to target poor people, people of 
color, immigrants, and others who do not conform on 
the street or in their homes also shifts. The choices 
policingpolicing requires about which people to target, what to 
target them for, and when to arrest and/or book them 
play a major role in who ultimately gets imprisoned.
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