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Resisting the Violence of Policing
OAKLAND RESPONDS TO THE MURDER OF OSCAR GRANT, |11

by Rachel Herzing

On June 5, Johnannes Mehserle was ordered to stand trial for the murder
of Oscar Grant, I1I. Mehserle, a former cop with Bay Area Rapid Transit
(BART) is charged with murdering Grant on New Yeat’s morning, 2009,
on a BART train platform while Grant was restrained and face-down.
Dozens of BART passengers witnessed the scene pwmm

and a number of people captured the events on their |
cell phone cameras.
Inside the courtroom where the order was given, |
the prosecution and defense competed to influence |
judgment around Mehsetle’s intent, character, and |
innocence while outside, community members [ ‘
demanded, “Jail for Killer Cops” and “Justice for Oscar
Grant.” For prison industrial complex abolitionists,
courtrooms themselves present obstacles in the way
of our vision. And an agent of the state undergoing I
a hearing for killing a young Black Oakland resident .« |
presents an even more difficult situation. 5
If an abolitionist political vision dictates that
we do not find the use of the prison industrial
complex (PIC) appropriate for addressing harm -
of any sort, then it follows that prison industrial | -
complex abolitionists cannot support the use of the '
PIC in addressing anyone’s acts. Johannes Mehsetle
murdering Oscar Grant, 111, presents a test of the i
limits of our ideology and day-to-day practice. If we y
don’t believe that courts and imprisonment should

Graffiti on a building in Oakland

on the best way forward. Although the number of groups actively making
demands related to Oscar Grant and Johannes Mehserle has dwindled,
the lack of coherence remains.

The question of demands remains at the heart of the struggle. What
does accountability look like in response to the
execution of a young man by agents of the state?
| Should Oaklanders demand a review of BART?
- Do we call for prosecution of the cop who did the
 shooting? Do we advocate for the disarmament of
. BART cops? Do we suggest this as a moment to
. consider the elimination of policing in Oakland?
~ How do we take seriously the impacts of individual
people’s deaths while not exceptionalizing each
'fi individual situation and keeping a focus on the
~ systemic nature of racialized violence? Without
shared political goals in mind, groups’ demands have
-~ conflicted with each other as pleas for accountability
. from the system bump up against other’s cooperation
with the system.

As one small example from a prison industrial
‘ complex abolitionist perspective, the weeks following
Oscar Grant’s murder presented an opportunity

to talk about self-determined communities free of
Gy \ policing to unusually receptive audiences of all sorts.
» We witnessed crowds in a range of settings respond
to calls for no policing with standing ovations. We

be used under any circumstances, what is an appropriate response when a
cop shoots a young Black man?

For many of us Oscar Grant’s murder signaled a clear moment
for action. A wide range of organizations snapped into motion, new
Loose groupings
flowed into the mix and individuals assessed the right places to jump in.
While Oscar Grant’s execution represented both immediate opportunities
and immediate challenges for mobilizing Oakland communities, the

organizations and formations emerged overnight.

organizing terrain became instantly difficult to navigate as groups with
sometimes competing agendas came onto the scene. Faith communities,
students, community based organizations, and unaffiliated groupings of
people filled the streets, engaged the media, and offered their perspectives

IN THIS ISSUE

News Btiefs....cccoevrerereruennne 3  First Nations Organize To

Abolish the PIC..................... 14
Detention, Deportation, & the

Immigration Consequences of
Criminal Convictions............ 10

Parole Consideration Process
& Support Letters ..........ceu... 20

When The Prisoners Ran
Walpole: From Union Cards To
Pass Cards....cceeeeeeeneeeenneeennnnns 22

Blast From The Past: The Iron
Fist & the Velvet Glove ......... 12

also made good inroads to erode some of the prevailing common sense
around the necessity and permanence of the practice of policing. We
have had less success in sustaining that enthusiasm.

Additionally, in positioning ourselves as against the prosecution of a
cop who murdered one of our community members, do PIC abolitionists
risk alienating ourselves from outraged Oaklanders demanding a sufficient
response to police violence and repression; from those people brutalized
and terrorized by cops ranging from local forces and county sheriffs to
Department of Homeland Security; from our organizational partners and
allies? Do we stand firm to our ideals even at the risk of standing alone?

Continned on page 6
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Dear Reader,

It's been over a year since the last issue of the Abolitionist. While we've struggled
with some technical difficulties, we are happy to be back and are eager to confinue
offering news and analysis from different locations in the movement to abolish the
prison industrial complex. While the paper has seen a bit of a hiatus, the struggle
has most definitely continued.

In the last year the ever-present contradictions of the capitalist system hoiled
over in a world-wide economic crisis unseen since the 1930s. In the US (as well as
elsewhere) those in power were kept afloat by unprecedented state intervention in
which the tax dollars of working people were used to “bail out” the very corporate
enfifies that fueled the crisis. Meanwhile, the very same working people whose money
was used to reward the treachery of predatory financial institutions have suffered
job loss and mortgage foreclosures in record numbers. While the election of the first
Black president marked the humiliating defeat of eight years of far-right Republican
rule, we've also seen the Obama administration expand the war against the people
of Afghanistan, continue support for Israel’s genocidal occupation of Palestine, and
uphold the economic and political structures that continue the exploitation and
oppression of working people and communities of color in the US. Newly released
statistics show that 1.in 100 adults in the US are imprisoned (for Black men aged
20 to 34 the number is 1in 9). Amnesty International reports that some 30,000
immigrants are detained every day by Immigration and Customs Enforcement. Here
in Oakland, in the first hours of 2009, as US-made bombs rained down on the people
of Gaza, Bay Area Rapid Transit Police, in front of train-loads of passengers (many of
whom recorded the event on cameras and phones), pinned 22-year-old Oscar Grant
to the ground and shot him in the back at point-blank range.

While the landscape can look very bleak, we are also presented with awesome
and inspiring examples of people fighting back.

The summary execution of Oscar Grant was met with an upsurge of popular
rebellion not seen in many years in Oakland, right after residents of Athens, Greece,
responded fo the police murder of a teenager by batiling police for the better part of
a month. A few months later, indigenous people in Peru fought police in defense of
their ancestral lands against state-backed mining operations.

Combating the lay-offs, wage-cuts, and deteriorating working condifions,
people have organized in the last year to occupy their workplaces in Chicago, as
well as cifies in France, England, Ireland, and Korea. And with thousands of home
mortgage foreclosures filed everyday, people all over the US are organizing to resist
eviction, including refusing to leave their homes and occupying their repossessed
homes.

While the US state continued its war against indigenous people by again
denying parole to Native American leader and political prisoner Leonard Peltier, here
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in the San Francisco Bay Area, we experienced the awe-inspiring community-based
defense campaign to free the SF8, resulting in the dropping of charges against four
of the defendants charged with the 1971 murder of a San Francisco police officer.
While members of the SF8, Herman Bell and Jalil Muntagim remain imprisoned,
and Francisco Torres still faces charges, their defense brought together people across
generations and political movements and successfully resisted the state’s attempt to
legitimize its infamous COINTELPRO program and make and example of these eight
committed, life-long activists.

For Critical Resistance, we were proud to organize a 10" anniversary conference
that brought together thousands of participants, including community members
and organizations, educators, former prisoners, students, and healthcare and
legal workers. Spanning the course of a weekend, the conference created a space
for people to reflect on the past 10 years of struggle against the prison industrial
complex, while strategizing work into the future.

The moment we live in gives us the opportunity to highlight the starkness of
the oppressive systems that affect every part of our lives. Never before have the
connections between war and imperialism, economic exploitation and devastation,
policing, imprisonment, and racism been so plain to see. By sharpening our analysis
and strengthening our level of organization, we can uses these crises—as well as
the global response to crisis—o push forward and concretize a more liberated
way of living, and create even more common sense practices of community self-
determination.

For those of us who work on the Abolitionist, moving forward also means
thinking seriously about and strengthening our ties with people living inside prisons
and detention centers, as well as communities resisting policing, and all forms of
oppression.

This means continuing our regular sections on healthcare inside, resistance
to ICE raids and detention, returning home from prisons and jails, developments in
the fight to free political prisoners, as well as the continued contributions of news,
analysis, art, and poetry sent to us from inside. In addition, we will be introducing
and developing sections on indigenous issues, policing, labor, important historical
documents and articles, and a revitalized commitment fo highlighting the work and
voices of young people.

As always we hope the Abolitionist will provide a space where we can stay
informed, debate and hash out strategy, learn from history, and struggle to support
one another. We welcome your input in whatever form works best. And though we
can't print everything we receive, we hope to engage with you in the strongest ways
possible, and to play our small part in building a better world.

—The Abolitionist Collective

Abolitionist:

I’ve been incarcerated for 13 yrs here at CCWE I'm serving a life
without parole sentence for a crime that happened when I was 16 years
old. I'm sentenced under the murder felony rule which means I didn’t
do the crime but was there.

Youth life without parole is an effective death sentence carried
out by the state slowly over a long period of years. In fact, most of us
juveniles serving life sentences without any hope of ever being released
feel it is worse than death. Many of us are subject to physical and sexual
abuse by older inmates and staff. Or we are influenced to numb all
feelings with hard drugs like heroin, which most have never seen in the
streets, but meet in prison for the first time.

Experts say that even at 16 and 17, when compatred with adults,
juveniles on averages are more impulsive, aggtressive, emotionally volatile,
likely to take risk, reactive to stress, vulnerable to peer pressure, prone to
focus on and overestimate short-term payoffs and underplay long term
consequences, and likely to overlook alternative courses of action.

So why is our country so quick to throw away their youth like trash?

Why not outlaw the life without [parole] sentence for youth?
ELIZABETH LOZANO W65013
D-516-31-4L
P.O. Box 1508
Chowchilla, CA 93610-1508

Abolitionist:

I'm a 50 year old A.A. prisoner doing 25-to-life on possession of
one gram of crack cocaine approximately 12 years ago under California’s
3 strikes law.

As the world crumbles into recession, with mass losses of jobs and
houses and companies going bankrupt, prisons take no loss. Meanwhile,
the CDCR does nothing to prepare us to get out.

Thank you for your ears and voice of hope in a desperate situation.

— F. MERCER E-98419
PO Box 2000
Vacaville, CA 95696-2000



HELP OUT CRITICAL RESISTANCE!

Dear Friends,

Hello from Oakland! My name is Ari Wohlfeiler, and I have the
honor of working as Critical Resistance’s Development Director.
Throughout our history, CR has had to work hard to find funding for
the PIC abolitionist organizing that we do. We also work hard to make
sure the way we raise money is a part of our organizing itself, and doesn’
compromise or hold back the rest of the work we do.

I'm writing today to ask you to help CR in a really important way:
please send us ideas for how to raise money!

I know I don’t need to tell you that the economy has made things
harder for organizations like CR, and also all of us in the organization as
individuals — and we’re sure it’s the same for you. However, this is also
an opportunity to find new ways to fund our work and push ahead.

Aswith every other part of our organizing, we know that people most
impacted by the PIC — including prisoners and poor people everywhere
— have real expertise on what fundraising ideas and strategies we can and
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should use. We know that the way we’re going to build a more powerful
movement is by starting with the ideas, analysis, questions, and dreams
we already have.

So, please, send us your thoughts! If you have an idea for a
fundraising activity, a question about how CR spends its money, thoughts
about the ways the economy and the PIC are linked, or something else,
we need to hear from youl!

Between now and the next edition of The Abolitionist, we’ll pull
together and combine as much of what we hear from you as we can, so
we can keep the conversation going, and put new plans into action.

Please send us a letter, or give me a call at 510 444 0484. Thanks so
much for helping build CR!

With hope,
ARI

TIOSHA BOJORQUEZ, ROSE BRAZ, MARILYN BUCK, MICHAEL CALLAHAN, ISABEL CRUZ, MORNING STAR GALI, BETTINA ESCAURIZA, JASON GLICK, ARMANDO HERNANDEZ, RACHEL
HERZING, SARAH JARMON, RAHA JORJANI, ROBERT MORALES, ALMA MUNOZ, JALIL MUNTAQUIM, JUSTSEEDS ARTISTS’ COOPERATIVE, ISAAC ONTIVEROS, LEONARD PELTIER,
LYNNE PURVIS, HELIA RASTI, MELISSA RIESTRA, ANDREA SALINAS, YAKIRA TEITEL, GABRIEL TORRES, ALFONSO TOVAR, UNCOMMON LAW, ALEJANDRA VON BERTRAB, DORTELL

WILLIAMS

COLLECTIVE

RITIKA AGGARWAL, MICHAEL CALLAHAN, MARTHA JANE KAUFMAN, SAVANNAH KILNER, ISAAC ONTIVEROS, ANDREA SALINAS, SUZANNE SHAFFER, STACIE SZMONKO

News Briefs

George Runner at it again in California; new initiative would
limit voting rights for people on probation. Republican Sen. George
Runner—who spearheaded the passage of Proposition 83, ‘Jessica’s
Law’ in 2006, which set strict rules on where people convicted for sex
offenses could live after parole and the “anti-gang” measure Proposition
6 in 2008 that was defeated—is at it again.

This time he is collecting signatures to place an initiative on the 2010
ballot which would tighten requirements on voting, including requiring
government-issued IDs and eliminating voting rights for people with
felony convictions who are on probation.

Prison and jail growth slowing; 16 states report declining of people
in prison. The Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS) issued its 2008 annual
report on the number of people in US prisons and jails, finding that
while the numbers of people locked up continues to grow, the numbers
are growing at a slower pace. 16 states actually reported a decline in the
number of people locked up.

As of June 30, 2008, state and federal correctional authorities had
jurisdiction or legal authority over 1,610,584 people. 785,556 additional
people were held in local jails.

During the six months ending June 30, 2008, the prison population
increased by 0.8 percent, compared to 1.6 percent during the same
period in 2007. The local jail population increased by 0.7 percent during
the 12-month period ending June 30, 2008 — the slowest growth in 27
years.

Sixteen states reported a decline in the number of people locked
up. California (down 962 prisoners) and Kentucky (down 847) reported
the largest decreases since 2007.

Minnesota experienced the largest growth rate (up 5.2 percent) in
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the first six months of 2008, followed by Maine (up 4.6 percent) and
Rhode Island and South Carolina (both up 4.3 percent).

The federal prison system added 1,524 people in the first six months
of 2008, reaching a total of 201,142 prisoners. The 0.8 percent growth
represented the smallest increase in the first six months since 1993.

As of June 30, 2008, over 2.3 million people, or one in every 131
US residents, were locked in state or federal prisons or local jails. Since
year end 2000, the nation’s prison and jail custody populations have
increased by 373,502 (or 19 percent).

Black males were imprisoned at 6.6 times the rate of white males.
One in 21 Black males was locked up at midyear 2008, compared to
one in 138 white males. At midyear 2008, Black males (846,000)
outnumbered white males (712,500) and Hispanic males (427,000)



among people in prisons and jails. About 37 percent of all males in
prison at midyear 2008 were Black, down from 41 percent at midyear
2000.

An estimated 207,700 women were held in prison or jails at midyear
2008, up 33 percent since midyear 2000.

AB900 Update: California prepares to expand 2 Kern prisons.
Corrections Secretary Matthew Cate says the department is preparing
plans to build cells for 2,800 more people and will ask for legislative
approval soon. The planned expansion at three prisons would be the
first construction projects to draw money from AB900, an $8 billion bill
approved by lawmakers two years ago.

Cate plans to build cellblocks for 900 people each at Kern Valley
and North Kern state prisons near Delano. He also wants to convert a
juvenile lockup near Paso Robles into a prison for 1,000 older men.

NY: ‘Drop the Rock.” New York state has repealed parts of the 1970s
Rockefeller Drug Laws which imposed harsh mandatory minimum
sentences and accounted for a rise in the number of people in prison
in New York.

The new legislation will remove some mandatory minimums, make
an estimated 45-55 percent of those convicted of drug offenses eligible
for diversion at sentencing, and expand retroactivity of the new laws to
some limited categories of currently imprisoned people. Over 10,000
people currently in prison will not have an opportunity appeal for a
reduction in their prison terms despite the new laws.

Organizations oppose extension of “hate crimes” laws. Members
of transgender and gender non-conforming communities of colorissued
a letter stating that they could not support the Gender Employment
Non-Discrimination Act (GENDA) that was recently introduced
in the New York State Assembly. “As written, the GENDA bill adds
gender identity and gender expression to the protected categories of
NY anti-discrimination law by adding it to the State Human Rights
statute. Unfortunately, the GENDA bill also includes gender identity
and gender expression as a “protected” category under the NY hate
crimes statute.”

“We want and deserve legal protection from discrimination in the
workplace, in housing, and in public accommodations...It pains us that
we nevertheless cannot support the current GENDA bill, because we
cannot and will not support hate crimes legislation.”

“Rather than serving as protection for oppressed people, the
hate crimes portion of this law may expose our communities to more
danger—from prejudiced institutions far more powerful and pervasive
than individual bigots...If a particular crime is deemed a hate crime
by the state, the supposed perpetrator is automatically subject to a
higher mandatory minimum sentence...By supporting longer periods
of incarceration and putting a more threatening weapon in the state’s
hands, this kind of legislation places an enormous amount of faith in
our deeply flawed, transphobic, and racist criminal legal system....”

The organizations noted that “Trans people, people of color,
and other marginalized groups are disproportionately incarcerated to
an overwhelming degree. Trans and gender non-conforming people,
particularly trans women of color, are regularly profiled and falsely
arrested for doing nothing more than walking down the street. .. Anything
that expands the power of a system that damages our communities so
severely is against our long-term and short-term interests.”

The letter was signed by the Sylvia Rivera Law Project, FIERCE,
Queers for Economic Justice, Peter Cicchino Youth Project and the
Audre Lorde Project.

Judge tosses some Prop. 9 restrictions on California parolee rights .
US District Judge Lawrence K. Karlton has ruled that parts of
Proposition 9 cannot be enacted because they conflict with a previous
injunction issued in a 15-year-old class action lawsuit on behalf of
people on parole.

After Prop 9 passed in the November 2008 election, attorneys filed
a motion, arguing that Proposition 9 “purports to eliminate nearly all
due process rights of parolees and directly conflicts with the protections
put in place by the injunction and established constitutional law.”

Proposition 9 would severely limit a parolee’s right to an
attorney and entirely eliminate the state’s obligation to furnish
lawyers for non-indigent parolees. The injunction, on the other
hand, mandates that the state must provide a lawyer for all parolees.
Proposition 9 would also lengthen deadlines imposed by the injunction
for probable cause and revocation hearings and narrow rights set out in
the injunction around evidence, including hearsay, and confrontation of
adverse witnesses. Further, it would impair the injunction’s ability to use
diversion programs as alternatives to sending people back to jail.

In the 1994 lawsuit, Karlton found the state’s procedures violated due
process. The injunction was ratified by the state and is legally construed
as a consent decree. “To the extent that Proposition 9 conflicts with the
permanent injunction, the former may not be enforced,” Karlton said
in Thursday’s 34-page published opinion, which cited the supremacy
clause of the US Constitution. As we go to print, the Department of
Corrections and Rehabilitation has not said whether it will appeal.

CA Budget to Cut Prison Spending by $1.2 Billion. (July) Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger and legislative leaders announced and then revised a
budget deal that would reduce the number of people in California prisons
by nearly 27,000. The current budget calls for cutting $1.2 billion from
the CA Department of Corrections, but does not specify how to do it.
The suggested solutions, which include releasing some prisoners before
they serve their full terms, outraged Republicans and victim’s rights
groups so much that lawmakers decided to delay further talks until after
they return from their summer vacation. In the proposed changes, the
Administration would use home, hospital or nursing home-confinement
for ill or infirm people, or any one with less than 12 months left to
serve. Corrections Secretary Matthew Cate said that such a plan does
not constitute an early release because the prisoners’ locations would be
monitored electronically.

Court Orders California to Cut Prison Population. (August) A panel
of federal judges ordered the California prison system to reduce its
population by 40,000 prisoners within two years. The judges said that
reducing prison crowding was the only way to change what they called an
unconstitutional prison health care system that causes one unnecessary
death a week.

The case began as the result of class action lawsuits addressing
inadequate medical and mental health care in the prison system.
California has 158,000 prisoners in facilities designed for 84,000.

The special three-judge panel described a chaotic system where
imprisoned people were stacked in triple bunk beds in gymnasiums,
hallways and day rooms. They ruled that the system violates the Eighth
Amendment of the Constitution, which prohibits cruel and unusual
punishment, and ordered that state officials should come up with a
specific release plan within 45 days.

In July, Schwarzenegger said California’s state government could
not afford to spend $2 billion to upgrade prison health facilities while
preparing for potentially deep spending cuts to education and state
health programs. Schwarzenegger’s office has proposed easing prison
overcrowding by transferring imprisoned undocumented immigrants to
federal custody.



Californians United for a Responsible Budget, a statewide alliance
of organizations and activists, is currently planning a campaign to
demand that the state not appeal the order.

Judge Rejects Ending Prison Health Oversight. The federal judge
who took control of California’s prison health care rejected a request to
end the court-appointed receivership. Judge Thelton Henderson denied
a petition from Governor Schwarzenegger and Attorney General Jerry
Brown to replace the receivership with the more limited powers of a
Special Master.

State officials had argued that the receivership met its goals of

ensuring that California prison health care is of a quality required by
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the US Constitution. The court wrote: “Based
on the entite record in this case, the Court is
far from confident that Defendants [the state]
have the will, capacity, or leadership to provide
constitutionally adequate medical care in the
absence of a receivership, and Defendants
have presented no evidence to the contrary.”

To Cut Costs, States Relax Prison Policies.
States across the country facing severe budget
shortfalls are beginning to re-examine policies
that have led to more people locked up for
longer and the building of more prisons.
Colorado, Kansas, Michigan and New
Jersey have all shut down or announced the
closing of at least one prison. Others are
proposing to do so. New Jersey is no longer
sending all those found to have violated parole
back to prison. Kentucky is enhancing credits
toward release. Michigan is freeing some who
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have not yet served their maximum sentence.

And New Mexico repealed the state’s death

penalty which, aside from ethical concerns,

was seen as costly. de
A recent report by the Pew Center on

the States found that in the past 20 years,
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corrections’  department  budgets  have A =
quadrupled and are outpacing every major galnst
the
death

penalty

spending area outside health care. With 7.3
million Americans in prison, on parole or
under probation, states spent $47 billion in
2008.

Governor Approves New San Quentin
Death Row. (July) Gov. Schwarzenegger has
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Opposition to Death Penalty in California Voiced at Hearing
on Lethal Injection. (July) Prison officials heard overwhelming
condemnation of newly proposed lethal injection procedures at the
first-ever public hearing on execution methods in the state. Two court
cases still stand in the way of executing any of the 682 prisoners on
death row. Condemned prisoners have a right to habeas corpus appeals
in federal court, but a lack of funds for lawyers and jammed court
calendars grossly delay the cases.

Prison Officials Had Warning That a Disturbance Was Likely in
Chino. (August) A riot at the California Institution for Men in Chino,
CA lasted 11 hours and injured 250 prisoners.
inspections reports since 20006, the prison has a
record of poor maintenance, shoddy safety protocols,

According to three

dangerous overcrowding and riots.

In 2007, a prison expert inspected the Chino
complex and told the three-judge court that it was
“an incredibly old, poorly maintained, unsanitary
facility...” The expert, Doyle Wayne Scott, a former
executive director for the Texas Department of
Criminal Justice, described how prisoners were often
deprived of educational and counseling programs
and recreation time outside their living quarters.
Double bunk beds were stacked in common ateas
and inmates were secured in overflow cages in halls,
Mrt. Scott said.

The prison locks up 5,900 men, but was designed
for no more than 3,000.

Most of the prisoners injured in the riot were
treated at the prison. 55 were taken to area hospitals

for treatment of serious wounds.

¢ As the Chino prison remained in emergency
operation, relatives of the imprisoned people went
to the prison in mostly futile attempts to check on
loved ones. Juanita Ayala, 54, was upset by the lack
of information about those injured during the riot.
“These are our husbands and sons and brothers,”
Ayala said. “They are people. We need to know
they’re OK.”

Scott State Prison in Baldwin, GA Slated for
Closure. The Georgia Department of Corrections
says it will close Frank C. Scott Jr. State Prison in
Hardwick on Aug. 15, a move that will save the state
up to $10 million annually. The prison currently
houses 1,784 inmates and employs 281 people.

Officials say the prison is closing because of its age.

given the go-ahead for construction of a new

Death Row at San Quentin State Prison by vetoing legislative restrictions.
While announcing $489 million in cuts from the state’s 2009-10 budget,
Schwarzenegger said he was saving additional, unspecified amounts
by rejecting language added to the budget that would have delayed the
Death Row project.

The plan would replace a section of the 150-year-old prison that now
holds nearly 670 people, the nation’s largest Death Row. Schwarzenegger
has said removing restrictions on building the new Death Row is within
his constitutional authority to cut state spending;

Assemblyman Jared Huffman, D-San Rafael, an opponent of the
Death Row project, said the veto guarantees a lawsuit that the state is
likely to lose. Huffman said the governor’s line-item veto power, which
allows him to reduce appropriations in spending bills, doesn’t authorize
removing legislative restrictions on state projects.

The facility was built in 1937. Most of the inmates
will be transferred to Coastal State Prison in Garden City, which has
a capacity of 1,578 inmates, and the remaining will be divided among
other state prisons.

Michigan Offers to House CA Prisoners. (July) Michigan Governor
Jennifer Granholm has offered to lease some of the Michigan’s prisons
that are slated to close to the state of California. Eatlier this month,
Michigan’s Department of Corrections announced plans to close several
prisons this year in order to save $120 million.

According to a spokesperson, prison officials in California, which
already has more than 7,000 people housed in private correctional
facilities in Arizona, Tennessee, Mississippi and Oklahoma, are intrigued
by Granholm’s offer.



Continued from Resisting the Violence of Policing, page 1

What opportunities can we seize in a moment when opposition to
policing is so stark? What openings can we follow to expose the very
nature of policing, prosecution, and imprisonment as violent acts of
state control? How can we amplify and applaud the collective logic of
cop watching via cell phone video footage that exposed and broadcast
Oscar Grant’s execution instantly? How do we reckon with the fact that
those very images are now being used in court against Mehserle even as
the threat of subpoenas looms large over the heads of those who would
not surrender their phones to the cops?

Upending our relationship to punishment at all scales—from
disciplining our children to holding friends, family, and co-workers
accountable, to confronting state repression—is difficult. The prison
industrial complex has been integrated into the prevailing common
sense of US society for so long and with such skill that we have often
integrated it into our own common sense. If we apply the same logic
to the state that we do to ourselves, however, the same questions
remain: how does putting an agent of the state in a cage hold the state
accountable? How does prosecuting an agent of the state highlight the
systemic nature of repression and genocide of Black communities and
not simply exceptionalize this situation as the result of one bad (or even
confused) cop?

Weeks after Oscar Grant’s execution, Lovelle Mixon was killed by
Oakland cops after killing four cops himself. Mixon found himself in
a stand-off with the Oakland Police Department’s (OPD) SWAT team.
The very introduction of Special Weapons And Tactics teams and the
style of militarized policing they inflict on local communities signal the
kind of war on people of color approach so pervasive in US police
forces today, as does the fact that Lovelle Mixon would have rather died
than return to prison. Mixon’s action was not a political martyrdom, but
a response to the overwhelming impacts of structural deprivation and
repression and the surveillance, policing, and imprisonment that hold
those structures in place.

Interestingly, as has been the case since New Year’s Day, the
cops have failed to transform even Mixon’s killing of OPD cops into
a rallying cry for policing. The OPD has been on the ropes all year
long. In January, awash in scandal and FBI investigations, police chief
Wayne Tucker resigned even as the city council was poised to take a
vote of no confidence in him. His replacement, Deputy Chief Jeffery
Loman, didn’t even last a month as acting chief before being placed on
administrative leave for sexually harassing one of his subordinates. He
was later dropped two ranks and returned to work in May.

While PIC abolitionists face substantial organizing challenges in
this moment, we are also presented with opportunities to examine the
importantopenings for buildinga more unified movementagainst policing
in Oakland. That so many people have made immediate connections
between Oscar Grant’s murder and Lovelle Mixon’s shooting at the cops
signals that the context of police aggression has not been subsumed
as time has passed. That the media has not been able to make “super-
criminal” depictions of Lovelle Mixon stick indicates that Oakland
residents maintain a sharp analysis of the context in which Mixon’s

In considering a way forward Audre Lorde’s warning
seems more apt than ever: “The master’s tools will
never dismantle the master’s house. They may allow us
temporarily to beat him at his own game, but they will
never allow us to bring about genuine change.”

streets demonstrates that an uncritical reliance on policing has been
shaken.

In considering how to apply our principles to our practice, we must
push against simple reactions. Shouldn’t the most severe punishment be
reserved for our oppressors? Wouldn’t prosecution and imprisonment
of an agent of the state be an appropriate response for years of
systematic and systemic violation, repression, and genocide at the hands
of the state? Severe punishment of this sort seems particulatly apt
when we consider that community-based systems of accountability such
as civilian review boards have proven nearly completely ineffective in
preventing, stemming, or even addressing the impacts of policing on
already marginalized communities.

In considering a way forward Audre Lorde’s warning seems more
apt than ever: “The master’s tools will never dismantle the master’s
house. They may allow us temporarily to beat him at his own game, but
they will never allow us to bring about genuine change.” Appealing to
the same system that engineers and executes repression and genocide of
poor people, youth, queer communities and communities of color for
remedies only strengthens that system’ hold over us. And we already
know what to do. We must rely on each other to address the harms
we face. We must intervene in situations of interpersonal violence and
not cede that responsibility to the state. We must value people’s self-
determination and bodily safety over property. We must de-escalate
conflicts. We have the ability to make policing obsolete. We just need to
pick up the right tools and get to work on the demolition.

Author’ Note: Since this piece was originally written in June 2009, the court
proceedings  around  Johannes Mebserle’s preliminary hearing have continned,
most recently resulting in a change of venne from Alameda County (the connty
Oakland is in) to Los Angeles County. This move represents just one more
way in which Mebserle’s prosecution represents a distraction from genuine
change and community accountability. Also since June, SWAT teams pursuned
a suspect to the very same apartment building in which they held the shoot
out with Lovelle Mixon.  Claiming to be too traumatized to participate in
activities at the site, Oakland SWAT called in Alameda County Sheriff’s
SWAT team for support. After surrounding the building, occupying the area for
over 10 hours, and eventually releasing tear gas into an apartment and raiding
the building, they assessed that the person they were seefing was not even in the

building. While there was extensive coverage of the situation, no reporting seems
to have been done on the trauma suffered by the residents of the building.

actions took place.
That a “streets are
watching”  approach
to cop interactions
(standing witness,
pulling out camera
phones, etc.) has
become standard
practice on Oakland

Banners commemorating
five peaple killed by
Oakland police officers




Politics, Profits and Prisoners

by Dortell Williams
H-45771 / A2-103, P.O. Box 4430, Lancaster, CA 93539

Editors’ note: In the piece that follows Dortell Williams raises crucial issues abont
the fundamental flaws in California’s parole system. Williams raises California’s
Proposition 5, the Non-Violent Offender Act of 2008 (NORA) as a remed)y.
While we agree that a bhigh number of California prisoners conld have been well
served by NORA, we cantion against policies that pose “non-violent” prisoners
against other prisoners. We maintain that caging anyone, regardless of how they
get labeled by the state, does not make our communities safer, more stable, nor
self-determined.

His cool swagger on the prison yard is a confident one. Not that
exaggerated stride of bravado so common within the clink. That
overcompensating stride that serves more often than not as a mask of
fear; fear of being perceived as weak; fear of showing any inkling of
vulnerability; fear of being a victim—so they
victimize.

For the contrast McCoy stands out. McCoy
is like a lost leader with no following; a shot caller
with no gang; a CEO with no company to run.
Deep mahogany brown with corresponding
eyes and a snub ponytail, McCoy walks about
this concrete and steal spread like most: with an
agenda, an angle. Only McCoy’s agenda is larger
than the simple swindle of a $.25 soup, or the
con of a $.65 candy bar.

A proud father of five, with a cogent ability
to synthesize people and talent, this aspiring
music and entertainment promoter mends
toxic racial rifts and deconstructs violent gang
rivalries with live music shows he produces on
the compound.

Countless times have I visited cell 221
to find McCoy arduously at work dreaming
up the next event, or preparing to expand his
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It’s apparent that the CCPOA believes in the job security of its members.
It was the CCPOA that, for the most part, propelled the largest prison
expansion in U.S. history, having lobbied vigorously for the construction
of twenty-one new prisons since the 1990s—vigorous construction that
eclipses higher learning institutions in both construction and annual
budgets. Here an old German proverb seems most appropriate: “An
old error is always more popular than a new truth.”

California currently has the most pronounced recidivism rate in the
nation, 69 percent. Senator Gloria Romero, a Democrat representing
Los Angeles, called the chronic problem a policy of release and return,
return and release—never giving parolees a real shot at frecing themselves
from gripping substance use issues or the long leash of the state.

Federal Justice Thelton Henderson, of
the Northern District of California, who is
monitoring the CDCR to order changes within,
said that California has one of the longest
parole tails in America, with parolees enduring
oppressive technical restrictions for up to thirty-
six months as opposed to the national average
of twelve months. For many, this translates into
a systematic set-up-to-fail, where parolees are

repeatedly cited for violating parole for the most
minute transgressions.

Imagine being paroled, starting completely
from scratch and successfully securing a job, an
apartment and struggling against the stigmas
to succeed, only to lose it all in an instant for
attending a family funeral where there happened
to be other parolees—a violation. Think of the
vexation to finally be free, having enrolled in a
local college and striving to make ends meet,
only to have your life and efforts interrupted for

“Badd Azz Productions” when he’s released
later this year. McCoy’s success in blending and
fitting jagged talent is indisputable, yet there is
a re-emerging failure that closely pursues him,
mutilating his long-term potential for success

the butt of a marijuana cigarette found in the
car you borrowed—a violation. Even if it was
yours, you were never offered drug rehab while
in custody, where they had complete control of
your life.

each time he’s paroled. That failure is driven
by monstrous substance abuse problems that
the California Department of Corrections and
Rehabilitation (CDCR) has repeatedly neglected
to address during his many short stints in prison.
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Meanwhile, the state of California faces an
estimated $42 billion deficit. The prison budget,
along with construction has steadily increased,
up a consistent $1 billion a year for the past five

Image by Josh MacPhee

years; it’s $10 billion now. Last summer, just a

Blatant neglect despite the fact the majority of
his arrests for the last five years have been for drug-related offenses.

And in spite of the protective brigandine that Proposition 36
offers—the drug court measure voted in by 61 percent of the voters in
2000—he doesn’t qualify. Why? Because he was on parole each time he
applied. Imagine that, being denied help when most vulnerable. What
he would have qualified for is Proposition 5, the Non-Violent Offender
Rehabilitation Act of 2008. Sadly, the measure was defeated (No: 59.5%
to Yes: 40.5%) after a barrage of misleading television ads against it paid
in large part by those poised to benefit: the guards’ union.

The California Correctional Peace Officers Association (CCPOA),
described by the Associated Press as “wealthy” and “influential,”
rescinded a disgruntled effort to recall Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
after feeling slighted with overdue contract negotiations, and instead
decided to concentrate on propitious ballot measures like Proposition 5.
It was also the CCPOA that shoveled in the dough to bury Proposition
66, the ballot measure that would have amended California’s draconian
and expensive Three Strikes law.

few months ago during the first chapter of the
state budget deficit, $419 million was cut from Medi-Cal, $7 million was
slashed from food stamp recipients and $6 million was snatched from
mental health care patients, a growing number of them ending up in
prisons. Billions in other damning cuts were made as well.

Yet, no talk of revisiting the potential release of some 4,000 non-
violent Three Strikers languishing behind the gray suffocating walls of
California’s overcrowded grottoes. No talk of releasing the scores of
lifers who’ve completed their minimum sentence—trouble-free—and
who statistics show only a 1 percent return to prison rate. No, for the
sake of ideology and pure, but despicable political showmanship. For
the infamous right to toot the “tough-on-crime” clarion children and
the elderly are being kicked to the curb while the state stubbornly forks
over $43,000 a year to incarcerate people who don’t belong.

Indeed, according to the non-partisan Legislative Analysts Office,
Proposition 5 would have saved taxpayers between $1 and $3 million a
year. And the success of DeWayne McCoy and the silent but suffering
scores of others his circumstances represent? Priceless.



POLICING:
Whose Streets?

by Rachel Herzing

For many of us in Oakland, this year has reminded us just how central policing
is in the prison industrial complex (PIC). Oscar Grant, Ill's execution on a
BART platform rang in the New Year and was followed by the most heavily
militarized and infer-agency law enforcement cooperation this ity has seen in
decades. Lovelle Mixon's shoot out with SWAT and the recent police murders of
Parnell Smith and Brownie Polk mark just the smallest fraction of the violence,
repression, and humiliation people here in Oakland and across the country face
each day at the hands of cops.

Image by Art Hazelwood

While policing is one of the most present and visible features of the PIC,
from school-based campus cops to store security, city police forces, border patrol,
and Homeland Security forces, the constant presence of law enforcement also
sometimes helps us take it for granted, see it as a basic feature of the landscape
around us, or fo accept it as a necessary evil. However, policing is no less a
portion of the PIC that we must dismantle than imprisonment. Thinking through
what makes policing possible, as well as the impacts of policing on our day-to-
day lives, are ways to refocus our efforts toward its eventual abolifion.

Over the past few years The Abolitionist has occasionally run pieces
examining the impacts of policing on our communities. Woven through news
items, editorials, and regular columns, law enforcement has been a theme that
we have not been able to ignore. In the coming issues, we'll be introducing
a new column dedicated to policing-related issues. This new column, “Whose
Streets?” will take an ongoing look at all the different forms law enforcement
takes and the current organizing efforts o abolish this element of the PIC.

We need you to help give this column life. If you have ideas about pieces
you'd like to see or if you have your own ideas about policing you'd like to
submit, please send them our way. The more input we have from readers about
what shape the column should take the more effective it will be. You can send
any ideas or pieces you've written fo:

The Abolitionist
Policing Column

¢/ o Critical Resistance
1904 Franklin St., #504
Oakland, CA 94612

So, until next time, keep your heads up, keep your hearts open and keep
the pressure on.

CRITICAL CONDITIONS:

Healthy Aging in Prison

by Sarah Jarmon

Question: What’s the best way to stay healthy in prison?
Answer: Get a parole date!

While it may be the case that it’s much easier to stay healthy outside
of prison, there are plenty of ways to maintain your health while
growing older in prison. Outside, people over 65 are considered eldetly.
In prison, you can count on the aging process starting about 10 years
eatlier. So it’s good to take care of yourself starting now, no matter what
your age is, even though the prison environment makes staying healthy
incredibly difficult. This article will offer some tips from our friends at
Legal Services for Prisoners with Children (LSPC) and women at Central
California Women’s Facilities. For the past five years, LSPC has been
advocating for policies that address the unique challenges people face as
they grow older in prison through their Older Prisoner Campaign. One
aspect of the campaign is providing health education for people over
55 years old who are in women’s prisons. Over the years, women have
indicated that access to health information, especially about aging and
nutrition, is severely lacking inside.

With the approval from the California Department of Corrections
and Rehabilitation (CDCR), LSPC conducted a health education
workshop at CCWF in July 2008. Over 25 women came together to talk
with LSPC staff, a gerontologist, and a dietician about what it means to
age in prison, and what they can do as individuals as well as together to
address concerns. Forums like these are important because they help
people see they are not alone in this process, and that together they can
help each other figure out ways to meet the challenges of prison life.

What is Aging?

Aging is a life long process—starting at birth. Aging is natural, not
a disease, nor a disability. At the same time, “risk factors” like smoking,
eating habits, heredity, etc. can increase the chance of getting diseases
like diabetes, cancer, or heart disease. Also, as we all know, our bodies
are changing—how we feel, what we look like, what we can do. But
being older isn’t a liability. It’s a stage of life.

Challenges of Aging in Prison

If getting older in general is hard, inside prison, a tightly controlled and
often dangerous environment, it is even harder. Getting proper nutrition,
rest, and exercise can be difficult without much choice in what you can eat,
when the lights are on or off, and if you have access to the yard. Access
to medication and regular exams can also be tough. There are also more
psychological challenges, like depression, boredom, stress, and fear.

Fears of Aging
During the workshop, a list was made of particular fears. They

included:

*  Becoming a victim of elder abuse

*  Not staying healthy and mobile and relying on others to help with
activities of daily living

*  Memory loss, muscle cramps, and weakening bladder

*  Dying in prison; the unknown; accessing dental care

e Lack of retirement-age and specific program/job assignments
better suited to seniors

Nutrition

In addition to talking about aging in general, the workshop explored
how to eat more healthfully given the limited food options available
in prison. Nutrition is an important component of avoiding and/or
managing chronic diseases like diabetes, high blood pressure, or heart
disease. Healthy eating also helps you feel good about yourself.



The dietician who helped lead the workshop reviewed the canteen
shopping list and sample menus available to people at CCWF and
highlighted healthier food options for people over 55. She also pointed
out that the menu from the chow hall tends to be high in salt, fat, sugar,
and starches.

Healthy eating is eating a variety of nutrient-rich foods every day,
eating the right amount for your body, and eating something now and
then that is just for the pleasure of it.

We know that there are limitations on what a person can eat,
depending on which prison they are in and how much commissary
money they have for buying food, versus just eating from the menu.
A simple suggestion is that whenever fresh fruit or any vegetables are
offered, eat them if you can.

If you are able to shop, there are some options that are more
healthful than others. Try to read the labels. A good rule of thumb
is to gravitate towards foods with fewer ingredients. When you want
protein, consider beef jerky over nuggets, sticks, or pepperoni. There is
less fat, salt and preservatives. Peanut butter, beans in all forms, pouch
and canned meats are good protein choices, as well as nuts. If you want
the protein and calcium of cheese, unprocessed cheese is healthy—
cheese spread or cheese dips are not. Healthier beverage options include
milk, hot teas, coffee, and hot cocoa mix. If you want to have a sweet
beverage, consider a juice over a soda.

High energy carbohydrates are the other main food category. Of
the high energy carbohydrates, look for ones that say things like complex
carbohydrates (complex carbohydrates are those that burn more slowly
through your body, meaning they fill you up more and mostly get used
as energy instead of stored as fat in your body), whole grains, bran, and
fiber when possible. Lots of cold breakfast cereals have these words in
the name and are good for you. Instant oatmeal is very good, especially
if you can get plain flavored. Snack time can be healthy if you eat
crackers instead of cookies or chips. If you want cookies, better options
are animal crackers, vanilla wafers, and ginger snaps. Trail mix with
dried fruit offers another way of getting a serving of fruit, plus protein
from nuts. The beans from the protein list also double as high energy
carbohydrates. So energy bars like Power or Balance Bars are nutritious
alternatives to candy bars. If you do want candy, dark chocolate or sugar
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free hard candies are better. Lastly, and certainly not least, canned or
dried vegetables have a lot of nutrients and some healthy carbs.

Of course, these are just guidelines. As one workshop participant
expressed, there is a lot of stress and worry inside, which means people
are going to eat the things that make them happy, which is usually
something like a candy bar or Ramen noodles. The dietician suggested
that people try to limit these food choices as best they can.

Solutions
Participants brainstormed ways to address the challenges and fears

of aging in prison. They included:

*  Inorder to help prevent memory loss, participants were encouraged
to challenge themselves mentally by working on crossword puzzles
or playing number games like Sudoku.

*  Developing a program that trains younger prisoners to help older
people with activities of daily prison life, and consider making this
a vocational training program where prisoners receive certification
as Home Health Aides.

*  Conducting role playing to address issues of elder abuse, and stop
abuse from happening in the first place.

*  There is a need for counselors who can deal with problems
immediately.

*  Be respectful—give it to get it.

*  Have a sense of humor.

Goals
Participants came up with some suggestions of actions that can lead

to better intergenerational relationships, and ease the aging process:

e Create meaningful relationships with people who are younger .

*  Make accommodations for the specific challenges people face
growing older in prison, such as lower bunk assignments, early
release to meals, special canteen shopping time, etc.

e Stay in touch with younger generations

Take Away Message

What participants concluded is that people inside face incredible
challenges to staying healthy. But we shouldn’t be resigned to think this
is the way it is always going to be. Itis a positive step forward—a
small victory—that CDCR agreed to allow LSPC to conduct this
first small-scale health education workshop. Organizations like
LSPC are working with people inside and outside to encourage
the CDCR and the Receivership to pay more attention to the
menu, and medical and dental concerns, especially for people
over 55, who access those services much more frequently, and
for whom chronic illnesses are much more common.

If you would like more information about the Older Prisoner
Campaign of Legal Services for Prisoners with Children please
contact them at:

Legal Services for Prisoners with Children

1540 Market St. #490

San Francisco, CA 94102

ot www.prisonerswithchildren.org
And as a final note, I am new to the Critical Condition column
and would love feedback. If you have any questions or want to
suggest a topic for the next edition, please keep in touch.

Critical Condition

c/o Critical Resistance
1904 Franklin St., Suite 504
Oakland, CA 94612
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TESTING THE BORDERS:

Detention, Deportation, and the Immigration
Consequences Of Criminal Convictions: An Overview

by Raha Jorjani

This article is intended only as a general discussion of these issues & should not be
regarded as legal adice.

Any individual who is not a citizen of the United States could face
detention and deportation for violating this country’s immigration laws.
One way to violate immigration laws is to be convicted of criminal
offenses. It is important for our communities to be aware of an

expanding detention and deportation system in the United States.

What is detention? Who detains and deports immigrants?
Immigration detention is the process by which the Department of
Homeland Security (DHS) imprisons individuals that it seeks to remove
from the United States. DHS can detain anyone pending a decision on
whether or not they are to be removed. Only some detained individuals
are eligible for release. DHS-detained individuals are not serving criminal
sentences but rather face an administrative process for removal.
The investigative and enforcement branch of DHS,
formerly the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS), is
known as Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE). ICE
runs the Office of Detention and Removal Operations, which
carries the task of enforcing US. immigration laws. Today,
there are more than 28,000 immigrants detained in civil custody
by DHS on any given day. Cumulatively, the U.S. government
detains over 280,000 people cach year, more than triple the
number of people in detention nine years ago. Immigrants
are detained in over 400 facilities throughout the United States,
including private facilities where bed space is essentially rented
by ICE through contracts. While some detainees are being held
on the basis of criminal convictions, nearly all have completed
their sentences, paid their fines or restitution, performed
community setrvice, been successfully rehabilitated, and/or
Still,
these convictions continue to have severe immigration and

sometimes even expunged their criminal convictions.

imprisonment consequences.

In detention, there is no fixed sentence. The deportation
process can take from weeks to months to years, particularly if
there are federal appeals involved. Detention can also become
prolonged if ICE cannot obtain permission from a country
to send a deportee there. The psychological impact of not
knowing when or if one might be released or deported, makes
The increase in
detention and deportation is a public policy issue that should be

detention particularly difficult to adjust to.

given great attention, as families continue to face the hardships
of imprisonment such as separation, economic devastation,

segments of the prison
population in the U.S. today.

have derived citizenship if one or both parents naturalized before they
were 18 years old.

If you believe you may be a U.S. citizen, always raise this issue to
immigration officials and try to speak with an immigration attorney
about your situation. Citizenship is an issue that can be raised at any
time, even after you are removed from the U.S.

What is mandatory detention?

Mandatory detention provisions found in today’s immigration laws
require detention without bail for various individuals based on non-
violent, non-aggravated, first time offenses, including misdemeanors. An
immigration judge has no authority to release those who are mandatorily
detained, even if they believe that the person is not dangerous and not a
flight risk, and even if that individuals’ detention is having a devastating
impact on U.S. citizen and other family members.

Being
Undocumented
is not a

IMMIGRANTS

ARE ONE OF THE

FASTEST GROWING

From the ankle monitoring
devices to the detention
centers, criminalizing
immigrants is BIG business.
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and the loss of loved ones due to deaths in custody.

Who is being detained and deported?

The Department of Homeland Security can detain asylees, refugees,
“lawful” permanent residents, student visa holders, veterans, women,
children, the elderly, and people with serious illnesses. DHS can detain
individuals who entered the U.S. without inspection, as well as those
who entered the U.S. legally and remained here legally for many years.

Although it continues to happen, DHS cannot legally deport U.S.
citizens. If youare placed in removal proceedings or have an immigration
hold but were born in the United States, you are a citizen and cannot be
held in DHS custody or deported from the U.S., regardless of whether
or not you have been convicted of a crime.

Sometimes, those who were not born in the US. may be citizens.
There are also individuals who are not removable, by virtue of having
been born in certain US. territories. A lawful permanent resident may

Why are immigrants being increasingly detained and deported?

Sweeping changes in immigration laws in 1996 drastically increased
the number of people subject to mandatory and prolonged detention,
and ultimately deportation. The changes in 1996 expanded the list
of criminal offenses that would subject non-citizens to detention and
deportation, while reducing available forms of relief from removal.

In the last ten years there has been an over-reliance on imprisonment
as a primary strategy in enforcing U.S. immigration laws. This expansion
of the detention system has taken place as part of an overall expansion
of the US. prison population, making the US. the country with the
highest number of imprisoned people worldwide. The events of
September 11, 2001 seem only to have fueled the expansion, justifying
greater enforcement in the name of national security.



Criminal convictions can have a devastating effect

on the immigration status of any non-citizen. Even
convictions for minor offenses can result in deportation
or mandatory detention, sometimes permanently
barring individuals from returning to the United States.

What kind of crimes can result in detention and deportation?

Criminal convictions can have a devastating effect on the
immigration status of any non-citizen. Even convictions for minor
offenses can result in deportation or mandatory detention, sometimes
permanently barring individuals from returning to the United States.
Offenses as minor as possession of drug paraphernalia, for example, and
possession of a controlled substance, can trigger mandatory detention.
Other minor offenses that can subject individuals to deportation include
shoplifting or certain DUIS.

If you are arrested and charged with violating a criminal law, you
must be aware of the immigration consequences of your admissions and
plea bargains. Your criminal defense attorney, whether public or private,
has a duty to inform you that a particular plea (or disposition in criminal
court or conviction) may have immigration consequences for you if you
are not a US. citizen. Consulting with an immigration attorney can help
you avoid certain or all immigration consequences.

Certain theft, burglary, assault, or forgery convictions with sentences
of one year or more can result in automatic detention and deportation.
In some cases, a sentence of 365 days or more may lead to permanent
banishment from the United States whereas a 364 day sentence will
not. In a fraud case the critical question is whether the amount of
loss to the victim exceeded $10,000. With drug offenses, the sentence
usually does not matter. Even without jail time, a drug conviction can
lead to detention without bail during immigration proceedings. A drug
conviction involving any commercial element or sale, even involving a
small amount of drugs can result in automatic deportation. Immigration
law has little tolerance for drug offenses, even though many are minor
and do not involve violence.

What is an “immigration hold”?

When ICE thinks that an immigrant in criminal custody is also
subject to removal from the United States, it may place an “immigration
hold” or “immigration detainer” on that person. This hold instructs
the jail or prison authorities where the immigrant is being held to
hold the immigrant until custody can be transferred to ICE. Once an
immigrant is in DHS custody, that person can be transferred to any
ICE detention facility in the country, including remote areas such as
Florence, Arizona.

What should I know about removal proceedings?

If placed in removal proceedings, you will be brought before an
Immigration Judge who will decide whether or not you should be
deported. Immigrants in removal proceedings have a right to an attorney.
However, unlike in criminal court, immigrants in removal proceedings
who cannot afford an attorney are not given one for free. There are
some otganizations that provide free ot low-cost legal information and/
or services to immigrants in removal proceedings; you should look and
ask around if any such organizations exist near you.

In court, your hearings will be conducted in English, however, you
have the right to have an interpreter present in the language you are
most comfortable in. It is critical that you demand that your removal
proceedings be conducted in the language in which you are most
comfortable and the court must provide this for you.

Failing to appear to your removal hearing will likely result in an 7
absentia removal order and may be difficult to reverse.

In some cases, removal proceedings may be started while an
individual is still serving their criminal sentence. This is known as
the Institutional Removal Program (IRP). The IRP is a cooperative
effort between ICE, the Executive Office of Immigration Review
(EIOR), and federal, state and local correctional agencies to identify,
process and remove immigrants subject to removal while they are still
imprisoned. Once prison sentences have been completed, individuals
who have been found to be removable through the IRP are taken into
ICE custody for removal. IRP was created in order to make it easier
and quicker for DHS to remove individuals who have been convicted
of crimes.

If you are imprisoned and become subject to an IRP proceeding,
you should be aware that you still have the right to find an attorney to
represent you in those proceedings or to speak to an attorney regarding
your case. Most free legal service organizations have less access to
individuals who are facing removal hearings while still serving their
criminal sentences. As such, you need to make clear to the Immigration
Judge that you need additional time to reach out and obtain the legal
assistance that you need.

If youlose your case and the Immigration Judge orders you removed,
you can appeal your case to the Board of Immigration Appeals (BIA).
The BIA is located in Falls Church, Virginia but is not a court before
which you will physically appear. If you appeal to the BIA, you or your
attorney will be responsible for writing a brief arguing your position.
It is at this level that you must produce all your work in English and
there are no translation services provided to assist you. If you lose your
appeal, DHS will begin the process of arranging for your removal unless
you file a Petition for Review at the U.S. Court of Appeals within 30 days
after your BIA decision, accompanied by a motion asking that you be
permitted to stay in the U.S. during the federal appeals process.

If you would like to fight your deportation, you need to make that
clear at any and every stage of your removal hearings. Once ordered
removed, it will be difficult to undo such an order.

Raba Jorjani is a supervising attorney at the Immigration Law Clinic at UC Davis
School of Lan, focusing on the immigration consequences of criminal convictions
and the representation of detained immigrants. Ms. Jorjani was formerly a staff
attorney with the Florence Immigrant and Refugee Rights Project where she provided
direct representation and pro se legal assistance to immigrants in the custody of the
Department of Homeland Security in Arizona. Ms. Jorjani can be contacted at
rjotjani@ucdavis.edu.

IMPORTANT WARNINGS

* Travel: If you have a green card and have been convicted of any crime,
traveling outside of the U.S. will bring you to DHS's attention and you may
be subject to deportation proceedings upon your return. If you have a
past offense, no matter how long ago, always consult with an immigration
attorney before traveling.

* Naturalization: Applying for citizenship is another way that past
convictions or other immigration violations can come to DHS's attention.
Consult with an immigration attorney before filing any applications in order
to avoid unintended consequences.

* Police /Law Enforcement: Remember that criminal law enforcement
officers are increasingly cooperating with immigration officials. While you
must provide law enforcement officials with your name, you do not have to
provide them with your immigration status. Instead, you can state that you
want fo contact an attorney before you answer questions.

For more information about free or low-cost legal services that may be available to

immigrants in removal proceedings, go to:
http;//www.usdoj.gov/eoir/probona/states.htm
http;//www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/indetention
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BLAST FROM THE PAST:

From The Iron Fist and the Velvet Glove: an Analysis of the U.S. Police

© 1977 by Social Justice/Global Options—www.socialjusticejournal.org; reprinted by permission.

Editor’s Note: Nothing happens outside of an historical context. W here we've been
is alive-and-icking in where we are, and is a strong force in steering where we're
trying to go. By engaging critically with bistory, we pay respect to those who came
before us and arm onrselves with an understanding and analysis that invigorates the
work we do now and the work that lies abead. We are happy to be working with
The Freedom Archives—a radical historical andio and visual archive located in San
Francisco—to bring to the fore important pieces from years past that have and can
continue to help develop our politics and move us toward onr goals. Please be sure to
visit www.freedomarchives.org #f you have web access, or write to: The Freedom
Archives, 522 Valencia Street, San Francisco, CA 94110.

In this issue, we bring yon a 1977 piece written by the Center for Research
on Criminal Justice.  This article explores the militarization of policing and
the counterinsurgency models being used by police organization against targeted
communities. We don’t need to read more than a few words to find this writing as
relevant as ever. ..

The Pacification Model

During the later 1960%, the technical and managerial approach to
police work represented by the military-corporate model came under
increasing criticism. More sophisticated analyses of crime and urban
disorder suggested that massive spending on military hardware, by itself,
would not only fail to stop rising crime rates and urban discontent, but
would probably serve to further alienate large sectors of the population.
This approach stressed the need for the police to develop closer ties to
the communities most heavily patrolled by them. The emphasis began to
be placed less on paramilitary efficiency and more on insuring popular
consent and acquiescence.

Social Science and Social Disorder

This focus on community pacification was strongly influenced
by academic social science. The turmoils of the 1960’ took most
social scientists in the U.S. by surprise. Most of them operated on the
assumptions of what was usually called the “consensus” model of
US. society, which portrayed the country as a relatively conflict-free
society in which most potentially disruptive political problems had been
solved. The disorders of the sixties shattered this cheerful perspective
and send many social scientists scurrying to develop new theories that
were most in line with the realities of Watts, Newark, and Detroit.
Substantial amounts of money began to be poured into research on the
“urban crisis,” and especially on the vatious parts of the criminal justice
system. Although the specifics vary considerably, there are two common
themes...that have had an important (though sometimes indirect)
influence on the new police-community pacification programs. The first
was a theory of causes of crime and urban violence that attempted to
explain them as problems rooted in the cultural or psychology of poor
people, rather than basic structural problems of U.S. society. The second
was an emphasis on the decisive role played by the agencies of “social
control” in influencing the level of violence and militancy in the cities.

Violence and the Culture of the Poor
American social scientists have traditionally downplayed or ignored
the political and economic meaning of crime and mass social protest.
Crime and rebellion have been defined as “irrational,” purely “expressive”
outbursts of mindless violence, without any genuine political content.'
This perspective was developed further in the sixties.
Influential political scientist, Edward Banfield, has described
the ghetto rebellions as “rampages” and “forays for pillage” that are

1. For a discussion of this tradition, see Jerome H. Skolnick, ed. The Politics of
Protest, New York, Bantam Books, 1969, Chapter 9

undertaken “mainly for fun and profit.””* Social scientists in the 60’
similarly build on already existing “subculture” theories to explain
the source of riots and of the spiraling rates of violent crime in the
sixties. During the fifties, sociologists began to explain crime, and
particularly juvenile delinquency, as the product of a lower-class
“subculture” which promoted anti-middle-class values that supported
delinquent behavior.” In the sixties, this idea was elaborated. Crime and
rioting were described as resulting from a “subculture of violence”
concentrated in the Black ghettos; a set of values common to many
(especially young, male) Blacks which supposedly justified the use
of violence to solve personal and social problems.* A more recent
variant of this argues that crime and violence (as well as much poverty)
stems from the “culture of the lower class,” defined as

An outlook and style of life which is radically present-oriented and which
therefore attaches no value to work, sacrifice, self-improvement, or service to_family,
[friends, or community.

The corollary to this was that, since crime, violence, and other urban
problems were mainly due to “sub cultural” values rather than economic
deprivation or political oppression, political and economic change could
have very little effect on them. According to many social scientists,
the problem was steadily being aggravated because of the increasing
concentration of “lower-class” people in the central cities. Overall,
according to this argument, American society is becoming /ss rather than
more violent, as the relative size of this “lower class” diminishes and
more and more people take on the attitudes and life-style of the middle
class. But in the inner cities themselves, this process is being reversed,
as the more “stable” and “restrained” middle class people move out and
are replaced by “an increasingly large proportion of persons who value
a lower class life style.” ¢ In the city, Wilson writes,

Those who are emotionally immature or possessed by explosive personalities and a
destre for the immediate gratification of impulses will be more likely to encounter others
who share these urges and thus who will reinforce them and reward their expression.
What was once a habit of violence may become a subculture of violence.”

Legitimacy and Social Control

Since these social scientists deny the possibility of major social
change and insist that the existing class structure is both necessary and
relatively permanent, they assume that the presence of a “violence-
prone” population in the cities must be taken as a fact of life. Because
of this, sensible policy makers should forget about futile efforts to
change broad social conditions and concentrate on ways of putting a lid
on predictable violence of the poor. As Wilson puts it, we must “learn
to live with crime”; the crucial question becomes “what constitutes
an effective law-enforcement and order-maintenance system?”®
This pessimism about the possibility of change is similar to that
underlying the military-corporate model of police work, discussed
above. Both emphasize increased social control, rather than social

change, as the way to deal with crime. Behind the new “pacification”

2. Edward Banfield, The Unbeavenly City, Boston, Little Brown, Inc. 1971, Chapter
9.

3. See, for example, Richard Cloward and Lloyd Ohlin, Delinguency and Opportunity,
New York, Free Press, 1959.

4. Marvin Wolfgang and Franco Ferracuti, The Subculture of 1 iolence, New York,
Universities Press, 1967

5. Banfield, op. cit., p. 211

6. Wilson, “The Future Policeman’s Role,” in American Justice Institution, Project
Star, Los Angeles, 1972, p. 5

7. Wilson, “Violence,” op. cit. p. 285

8. Wilson, “Crime and Law Enforcement” in Kermit Gordon, ed., Agenda for the
Nation, Washington Brookings Institution, 1969, pp. 199, 204



approach is the conviction that the control of urban crime and violence
must become far more subtle than the military model suggests. For
many U.S. social scientists, a key lesson from the riots of the 1960’
was that purely repressive or overly mechanical and distant forms of
official control were usually counter-productive, tending to aggravate
the already volatile nature of the urban poor.

This sense of the crucial role of law enforcement in strengthening
or weakening the overall legitimacy of the political and economic system
is a key theme in the “soft” approach to the police. It is assumed that
the basic task of the police- handling and “managing” the conflict and
strident”
poor- is unlikely to change much in the near future. The pacification
strategists are very much aware that a new factor has entered the picture:
the increasing militancy and resistance to the police in poor and Third
World communities. They therefore give most of their attention to ways

violence coming from a hostile, permanent, and increasingly

in which the organization and routine street practices of the police
can be modified in order to maximize their effectiveness at “order
maintenance,” while trying to avoid aggravating potential conflict or
providing “fuel” for militants.

Inaddition to their criticism of over-reliance on technical “hardware,”
these strategists...emphasize small-scale, carefully designed experiments
with such things as new techniques of parole, special training programs
in “sensitivity”” and “conflict management,” and various forms of police-
community relations that stress citizen “input” into the police system.
In line with this experimental emphasis, some pacification strategists
call for the development of regional criminal justice research centers
(either connected with universities or law-enforcement agencies, or as
RAND-like private research centers), and for a Federal “demonstration
and dissemination center” for new police techniques. * To date, the
most important agency for putting this emphasis into practice is the
Ford Foundation-sponsored Police Foundation, headquartered in

Washington, D.C.

The Police Foundation

The Police Foundation was launched in 1970 with a $20 million
grant from the Ford Foundation. It is presently headed by the liberal
former police commissioner of New York, Patrick V. Murphy, and
has a board of directors composed of many
academic and professional police experts,
including Harvard’s James Q. Wilson. The
Foundation’s programs are mainly devoted to
developing small-scale projects that affect the
interaction between police and people on the
street. One of the funded projects, for example,
was a experiment in “community sector team
policing” (ComSec) in Cincinnati. Thisinvolved
assigning small teams of police officers to
operate in close contact with the residents
of specific communities on a permanent
Instead of headquarters
to perform various police functions, the

basis. central
community team would take care of all police
functions (except murder investigations) in
its neighborhood. The
emphasis is on

team’s
developing
more intimate relations with people in the

police (see “Team Policing,” below). '

Another important Police Foundation project, in Kansas City,
was designed to evaluate the effectiveness of different police patrol
strategies. One Kansas City patrol division, for example, tested three
kinds of patrol in three different neighborhoods. One was the standard
form of neighborhood patrol; the second was a more aggressive kind
of “preventive patrol”; and the third dropped the usual police patrol
function completely, coming into the neighborhood only in response to
citizen complaints. Preliminary findings from this study seem to show
that the type of patrol made little difference in terms of the rates of
crime. The Kansas City Department is now testing what they call “inter-
active patrol,” which tries to gain closer ties to the community by such
devices as having citizens ride in patrol cars. !

Another Kansas City division is developing a procedure for
identifying officers whose repeated mistreatment of community
residents might “not only induce ill-feeling and uncooperative attitudes
among citizens, but also provoke incidents involving violence against
the police.”
to operate in neighborhoods with high levels of crime and police-

Still another division is experimenting with a special unit

community conflict. This unitis designed to increase the level of personal
contact between the police and community people to refer people to
“appropriate community agencies” if necessary, and generally to develop
“neighborhood mechanisms for dealing with social problems” in order
to get at the “root conditions” underlying crime and social conflict in
the community. 2

Other Police Foundation programs include experiments in
“diversion” of drug offenders from the criminal justice system,
evaluating the special uses of women and minority people in police
to study and

make recommendations about specific police policies. In all of these

forces, and setting up joint police-citizen “task forces”

areas, the Police Foundation encourages small, experimental programs
aimed at discovering ways to integrate the police more closely with the
community, and vice versa, in order to achieve an acceptance of the
police function that the more centralized, super-“professional” police
style was not able to gain.

Continued on page 17
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community than was normally possible under
the usual centralized policing patterns, with the aim of developing “a
feeling of trust and closeness” on the part of local residents toward the

9. Wilson, “Crime and Law Enforcment,” op. cit. pp. 201-202.

10. Police Foundation, Experiments in Police Improvement: A Progress Report,

Washington, D.C., November 1972, p. 28

11. Ford Foundation, Criminal Justice, New York, Ford Foundation, 1974, p. 9.
12. Police Foundation, op. cit. p. 30.



FIRST NATIONS:

Organizing to Abolish the Prison Industrial Complex

by Isaac Ontiveros, with Morning Star Gali and Bettina Escauriza

In September of 2008, thousands gathered in Oakland, CA to mark
the ten year anniversary of the first Critical Resistance conference held
in 1998. CR10 found many of those who have been doing abolitionist
work for a long time strategizing along with people whose politics and
activism have in many ways grown out of the foundations laid by the
first conference. Prisoners (via recorded messages and spokespeople),
former prisoners and their families, and community organizers of many
different stripes came together to assess the historical development of
the prison industrial complex with one eye towards how the PIC has
moved and developed in reaction to the building abolitionist movement,
and another focused on where we will go from here.

But CR10 was also the context for a historic gathering of indigenous
people who have been struggling against the PIC for many, many years.
The First Nations” Gathering was organized by CR Oakland members,
members of the indigenous community here in Oakland as well as across
other parts of the country, and other community members in solidarity
with indigenous struggles. Convening for several days before the CR10
conference and constituting a track within the conference itself, the First
Nations” Gathering sought to address the issues specific to indigenous
communities and to recognize and strengthen the centuries-long
traditions of resistance by indigenous people against forced relocation,
imprisonment, environmental devastation, policing, state-sponsored
terrorism, and myriad other aspects of genocide.

The First Nations’ Gathering was based at the Intertribal Friendship
House here in Oakland. Established in 1955 as one of the first urban
American Indian community centers in the country, IFH has been an
organizational hub and point of cultural regeneration for decades of
Indigenous struggle.

The Abolitionist took the time to have a short conversation with just
two of the First Nations’ Gathering’s organizets.

Morning Star Gali, the Chairperson of Intertribal Friendship
House, is a member of the Achumawi Band of the Pit River Nation
and is also of Chiricahua Apache, Yaqui and Filipina (Ilocano) descent.
Over the last ten years, she has worked with a number of Indigenous
organizations and works with the Indigenous women’s population at
Federal Correctional Institution (FCI) in Dublin, California.

Bettina Escauriza, who was an organizer with the Oakland chapter
of Critical Resistance, is of Gaurani and Basque decent and immigrated
to the US from Paraguay. She is also a member of the Intertribal
Friendship House and, among other projects, has worked with youth on
environmental justice education in Oakland.

Can you please give an overview of how the First Nations’
Gathering came to be?

Morning Star: The First Nations’ Gathering was organized out of the
concerns from the initial CR conference. There were some concerns
that Indigenous peoples were left out of the conversation on prison
abolition, and what was included ended up being extremely tokenizing,
When there were talks of CR10 being planned, CR made the effort to
reach out to the local Native community and we pulled folks together to
help organize it. We met regularly at the Intertribal Friendship House.

Bettina: As part of the work of preparing for CR10, a small group
of us came together to organize the First Nations’ Gathering with an
understanding that the experience of the murderous violence of the
prison industrial complex has a heightened embodiment in the lives of
Native people and also that the experiences of First Nations people
is often disappeared. We wanted to make sure that at the 10 year
anniversary of Critical Resistance the voices, experiences, and struggles
of First Nations people would be centered and heard.

What are the historic precedents for this work?

Morning Star: This was the largest gathering to date of Indigenous
formerly incarcerated folks, prison advocates, state and federal prison
volunteers, community organizers and spiritual advisers.

Why and how did you personally come to be involved?

Bettina: I am Paraguayan woman of Guarani-Basque descent. I learned
my Indigenous language and the stories of my people as a child from
family and my land. When my parents, my brother, and I immigrated
to the United States, we lost that connection to our language, our
traditions, our food, our land because these are things that are sustained
in community, and become hard to hold on to in the isolation that comes
with the immigrant experience. Losing my connection to my roots was a
painful experience for me and the best way I knew to heal that pain was
to find spaces where I can struggle against the violence of colonialism
and imperialism alongside other people whose personal experiences are
connected to mine. The political aspect of my work that led me to being
an organizer of the First Nations’ Gathering was the work I do as a
member of Critical Resistance Oakland. In the people and the space that
make up CR Oakland I found a place where I could share and develop
ideas and visions around the struggle to abolish the prison industrial
complex and do the work of building a world that is free of prisons,
policing, and borders—and full of community autonomy, real safety for
all people, and one which can hold and nurture all our different voices
and experience.

Morning Star: I was approached because I had friendships and
organizing relationships with the folks that were helping to organize
CR10, and members of the initial CR youth organizing committee. It
made sense as a continuation of the way I have been affected personally
by the PIC. My father was imprisoned at San Quentin from 1970-1977
as a political prisoner. When he was released, he advocated for religious
freedom for Native prisoners and was the first to be hired full time
by the state of CA in religious services as a Native “chaplain.” I spent
the early part of my life going into the prisons with him to pow-wows
and gatherings and helping to collect medicines and sweat rocks to
take in. He passed away in 1995 and for the last few years I have been
volunteering in FCI Dublin with the Native women’s population. While
finishing my degree at the same time, I was always amazed at how large
the population of women inside is compared to the small number of
Native women on my college campus. I go into the prisons and there are
more familiar faces on the inside that I can relate with than compared
to being on my campus.

Can you talk about the importance of the gathering being held
at IFH?

Morning Star: IFH was established as a space for the Native community
to be able to gather — it has a strong ongoing movement of Indigenous
activism, being the center where movements such as [the Occupation
of] Alcatraz and The Longest Walk were planned. The gathering being
organized and held at IFH is a continuation of that.

Bettina: IFH has an incredible history and vibrant present in the
struggle of First Nations people against the violence of the US
state, which continues to destroy Native communities through forced
relocations to urban areas across the United States. Once these people
found themselves far away from their land and their communities there
was a struggle to reconnect, and out of that struggle came places like
IFH. IFH is a home to a lot of people, it has been over the years. Every



time I go there I find myself in the presence of elders and of children
who are sharing this space with folks who were original occupants of
Alcatraz in the 60s, people who have been visiting folks on the inside
like Leonard Peltier, [people who have been| bringing ceremony and
medicine to those who are locked up. There are young people working
on indigenous media projects... it’s a truly intergenerational space which
seems hard to come by these days.

Participants take part in conversation at the First Nations gathering.

that the small groups came back to, to present the work they had done.
We had seven work groups covering different issues: political prisoners,
culturally based healing, border issues, incarceration, American Indian
Freedom of Religion Act, detainment, and incarcerated youth. Each
group met and established three priorities they would work on in the
coming months and develop strategy on how to get that work done. This
was a very intentional structure. We never envisioned this gathering to
be a one-time thing that happened before CR10... We wanted to
use the momentum created by CR10 to bring folks together to
identify issues and strategize and move forward with our work
together... The work groups are committed to each other and to
the larger group and we plan to meet again in a year to assess the
work we have done in that year and strategize once more to do the
work we still have left.

What challenges developed out of the gathering and how is
this work situated in the history of Indigenous struggle?

Morning Star: One of the realizations was that this gathering
should have happened years ago and that it is important to support
one another in this work in whatever way we can. There is such a
need to support incarcerated folks, but to also address the larger
effects of the PIC—how we are all affected by it. There were
many challenges in the organizing process but that is going to
happen in any liberation movement. I had a baby in the middle of
the organizing so one of my personal challenges was just having
support around my children.

Bettina: The major challenge I see is maintaining the momentum

Who came and who was represented at the gathering? What did
itlook like?

Morning Star: We had everyone from newborn babies to elders!
Everyone that came represented some portion of Indian country, which
was really great.

Bettina: There was a very broad presence and representation of people
who work with issues of the prison industrial complex in Indian Country
throughout the US and US-Mexican Border. There were elders present,
spiritual leaders of the American Indian Movement, people who have
been going inside prisons for decades bringing ceremony and medicine,
people who run programs that offer tradition and guidance to folks
coming out of prison, there were people who do mentoring with youth
in and out of the system. After we all introduced ourselves someone
added up the years of experience of those in the room and we had more
than 375 years of experience amongst us.

Morning Star: It was an opportunity for us to come together and
introduce ourselves and share with one another. For those of us that go
inside the prisons, it can really be isolating—you know other people are
doing the work but there is not that support base or network. So this
was an opportunity to create that and figure out how we can support one
another in our work. And that can’t happen without having ourselves
grounded in our spirituality, so we started with a day of ceremony and in
recognizing the importance of that. To take on something as monumental
as prison abolition it is important to address the current and historical
issues within our community. In one form, prison abolition is addressing
the need of healing of our people so that they are healthy to return back
to our communities.

Bettina: In the main space of the gathering we sat in a large circle sitting
in ceremony, one half of the circle was women the other was men both
organized from oldest to youngest and the space where the women’s and
men’s side met was a gender neutral space. This circle was the anchor
of the gathering... the space we all returned to after finishing up with
our small groups or after breaking for food. It was in this larger circle

over the years... right now we are all fresh out of this space but we need
support in order to keep this struggle going. And with that support and
commitment, what we will see when we look back is our victories.

Morning Star: Situated in the history of Indigenous struggle, it is
important to acknowledge that First Nations people have been targeted
by the PIC since the beginning of the colonization of our land and
people. Our children were first incarcerated in boarding schools, our
ancestors were pushed onto reservations, they did not have citizenship
and therefore had no legal or civil rights.

Bettina: To me I see it as a web we weave together and the past is
present in this moment because we are always learning from the past.
For those of us that carry with us the experience of colonialism and
imperialism — [which] wants to flatten us and mold us into something
we are not — this struggle is 500+ years in the making; and we’re still
here... remember that.

What will be some concrete challenges and points for solidarity?

Morning Star: Addressing the need of supporting this work and
taking the steps to make the prison abolition movement accessible to
indigenous communities is extremely significant.

Anything else?

Bettina: In the turmoil of all the other organizing work I was doing at
CR10, this First Nation’s space was my roots and when I looked down
to see how far they stretched, I saw them spread across the thousands
of people who gathered for the conference and meet the folks I shared
this space with, and my roots grew stronger and deeper and I knew
that if I could see farther that I would see them stretch all the way to
southern part of the world where I am from... and now I am anxious
to see what grows.

Editors Note: We are happy to report that starting with this issue, Bettina Escanriza
will be coordinating a regular column for the Abolitionist on Indigenons peoples/
communities in relation to the PIC.



The Denial of
My Parole:

| AM BARACK OBAMA'’S
POLITICAL PRISONER
NOW

by Leonard Peltier

The United States Department of Justice has once again
made a mockery of its lofty and pretentious fitle. After
releasing an original and continuing disciple of death cult
leader Charles Manson who attempted fo shoot President
Gerald Ford, an admitted Croatian terrorist, and another attempted assassin
of President Ford under the mandatory 30-year parole law, the U.S. Parole
Commission deemed that my release would “promote disrespect for the law.”
I only the federal government would have respected its own laws, not to mention the
treaties that are, under the U.S. Constitution, the supreme law of the land, | would
never have been convicted nor forced to spend more than half my life in captivity.
Not to mention the fact that every law in this country was created without the
consent of Native peoples and is applied unequally at our expense. If nothing else,
my experience should raise serious questions about the FBI's supposed jurisdiction
in Indian Country.

The parole commission’s phrase was lifted from soon-to-be former U.S. Attorney
Drew Wrigley, who apparently hopes to ride with the FBI cavalry into the office of
North Dakota governor. In this Wrigley is following in the footsteps of William
Janklow, who built his political career on his reputation as an Indian fighter, moving
on up from tribal attorney (and alleged rapist of a Native minor) to state attorney
general, South Dakota governor, and U.S. Congressman. Some might recall that
Janklow claimed responsibility for dissuading President Clinton from pardoning me
before he was convicted of manslaughter. Janklow’s historical predecessor, George
Armstrong Custer, similarly hoped that a glorious massacre of the Sioux would propel
him to the White House, and we all know what happened to him.

Unlike the barbarians that bay for my blood in the corridors of power, however,
Native people are true humanitarians who pray for our enemies. Yet we must be
realistic enough to organize for our own freedom and equality as nations. We
constitute 5% of the population of North Dakota and 10% of South Dakota and we
could ufilize that influence to promote our own power on the reservations, where our
focus should be. If we organized as a voting bloc, we could defeat the entire premise
of the compefition between the Dakotas as to which is the most racist. In the 1970s
we were forced to take up arms to affirm our right to survival and self-defense,
but today the war is one of ideas. We must now stand up to armed oppression and
colonization with our bodies and our minds. International law is on our side.

Given the complexion of the three recent federal parolees, it might seem that
my greatest crime was being Indian. But the truth is that my gravest offense is my
innocence. In Iran, political prisoners are occasionally released if they confess to the
ridiculous charges on which they are dragged info court, in order to discredit and
infimidate them and other like-minded citizens. The FBI and its mouthpieces have
suggested the same, as did the parole commission in 1993, when it ruled that my
refusal fo confess was grounds for denial of parole.

To claim innocence is fo suggest that the government is wrong, if not guilty
itself. The American judicial system is set up so that the defendant is not punished
for the crime itself, but for refusing to accept whatever plea arrangement is offered
and for daring to compel the judicial system to grant the accused the right to right to
rebut the charges leveled by the state in an actual frial. Such insolence is punished
invariably with prosecution requests for the steepest possible sentence, if not an
upward departure from sentencing guidelines that are being gradually discarded,
along with the possibility of parole.

As much as non-Natives might hate Indians, we are all in the same boat. To
attempt to emulate this system in tribal government is pitiful, to say the least.

It was only this year, in the Troy Davis, case, that the U.S. Supreme Court

| sincerely hope your campaign will inspire
some hope among our youth to struggle for
a better future. | am, however, concerned
that your recent statement on the Sean Bell
verdict, in which the New York police officers
who fired 50 shots at a young man on the
eve of his wedding were acquitted of crimi-
nal charges, displays a rather myopic view of
the law. Until the law is harnessed to protect
the victims of state violence and racism, it
will serve as an instrument of repression, just
as the slave codes functioned to sustain and
legitimize an inhuman institution.

In a letter to Obama - Lenoard Peltier
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recognized innocence as a legitimate legal defense. Like the witnesses that were
coerced into testifying against me, those that testified against Davis renounced their
statements, yet Davis was very nearly put to death. | might have been executed
myself by now, had not the government of Canada required a waiver of the death
penalty as a condition of extradition.

The old order is aptly represented by Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia,
who stated in his dissenting opinion in the Davis case, “This Court has never held that
the Constitution forbids the execution of a convicted defendant who has had a full
and fair trial but is later able to convince a habeas court that he is ‘actually’ innocent.
Quite to the contrary, we have repeatedly left that question unresolved, while
expressing considerable doubt that any claim based on alleged ‘actual innocence’
is constitutionally cognizable.”

The esteemed Senator from North Dakota, Byron Dorgan, who is now the
chairman of the Senate Committee on Indian Affairs, used much the same reasoning
in writing that “our legal system has found Leonard Peltier guilty of the crime for
which he was charged. | have reviewed the material from the trial, and | believe the
verdict was fair and just.”

Itis a bizarre and incomprehensible statement to Natives, as well it should be,
that innocence and guilt is a mere legal status, not necessarily rooted in material
fact. It is a truism that all political prisoners were convicted of the crimes for which
they were charged.

The truth is the government wants me to falsely confess in order to validate a
rather sloppy frame-up operation, one whose exposure would open the door to an
investigation of the United States’ role in training and equipping goon squads to
suppress a grassroots movement on Pine Ridge against a puppet dictatorship.

In America, there can by definition be no political prisoners, only those duly
judged guilty in a court of law. It is deemed too controversial to even publicly
contemplate that the federal government might fabricate and suppress evidence to
defeat those deemed political enemies. But it is a demonstrable fact at every stage
of my case.

| am Barack Obama’s political prisoner now, and I hope and pray that he will
adhere to the ideals that impelled him to run for president. But as Obama himself
would acknowledge, if we are expecting him to solve our problems, we missed the
point of his campaign. Only by organizing in our own communities and pressuring
our supposed leaders can we bring about the changes that we all so desperately
need. Please support the Leonard Peltier Defense Offense Committee in our effort to
hold the United States government to its own words.

I thank you all who have stood by me all these years, but to name anyone
would be to exclude many more. We must never lose hope in our struggle for
freedom.

In the Spirit of Crazy Horse,

Leonard Peltier #89637-132
USP-Lewishurg

US Penitentiary

PO Box 1000

Lewisburg, PA 17837



Continued from The Iron Fist and the Velvet Glove, page 13

Conclusion

As this suggests, the new community pacification strategies do
not involve a real transfer of control of police work from the police
themselves to the communities they affect. The architects of these
strategies explicitly reject the idea of community control of the police.
They usually argue that community control would lead to a kind of
“local tyranny” in which the benevolent “neutrality” of the police would
be replaced by the rule of “the rawest emotions, the most demagogic
spokesmen, and the most provincial concerns.” ¥ From theit petspective,
it is useful to decentralize police functions without decentralizing police
anthority: that s, the police should have closer contact with the community,
but the community should not be allowed to have any real influence
on the police." The aim of this kind of decentralization is to enable
the police to integrate some citizens into the lower levels of the police
system itself, on police terms, thereby blurring the distinction between
the police and the people they control.

A prime example of this is the growing use of “citizen’s auxiliaries”
who will in effect do much of the police department’s work for them, by
self-policing their communities in a manner dictated by the police and
designed to lend legitimacy to the whole police function. Several cities,
including Los Angeles and New York, have adopted this idea in some
form: in New York, auxiliary police help patrol Central Park, on foot,
bicycle, and horseback. A city-wide “Citizen’s Patrol Program” has trained
over 6,000 civilians to engage in observing and reporting crime in 25

13. Wilson, Varieties of Police Behavior, Cambridge, Harvard University Press,
1968, p. 289. For a similar point of view, see Albert Reiss, The Police and the Public,
New Haven, Yale University Press, 1971.

14. Wilson, Varities of Police Behavior,” op. cit., p. 290.

TO: FRIENDS AND SUPPORTERS

precincts. In Dayton, Ohio, a LEAA-funded “Neighborhood Assistance
Program” involves over 100 civilians, dressed in a uniform of blazer
and slacks, dealing with a variety of minor complaints, service calls, and
traffic duties. And the Los Angeles County Sherriff’s Department has
trained over 37,000 Boy Scouts to help local police departments across
the country in various kinds of minor police work. But police strategists
explicitly warn of the danger that such citizens’ auxiliaries might come
to see their role as “not to police the neighborhood, but to police the
police by reporting on official misconduct.””® From the police point of
view, this would be a disaster, since the aim of this kind of “citizen
participation” is not to increase the accountability of the police but to
enable them to penetrate the community more cheaply and effectively.

Although their impact in the long run is hard to judge, these new
“soft” strategies of policing must be regarded as some of the first feelers
in a emerging set of sophisticated strategies of penetration and control
of the ghettoes, barrios, and other “explosive” communities—strategies
in which a certain amount of carefully controlled community “input,”
token channels for complaints and popular review of official practices,
and other techniques are used to gloss over the fact of continuing
repression. It’s important to understand that such strategies are not
confined to the police alone. Similar approaches are increasingly evident
in the prison system, for example, where various kinds of “community
treatment” programs are flourishing which have a veneer of citizen
participation while actually extending the range of control of the prison
authorities. And in industry, various schemes of strictly limited “worker
participation” have increasingly been used to help ward off workers’
demands for real control of their workplaces.

15. Wilson, “Crime and Law Enforcement,” op. cit., p. 186.

My Statement on the SF8 Plea Agreement

by Jalil A. Muntaqim (July 6, 2009)

First, | would like to thank all my friends and supporters for their tenacious and
tireless work in support of the SF8, especially the San Francisco 8 Support Committee,
Committee in Defense of Human Rights, Asian-Americans Committee for the SF8,
Freedom Archives, and many others. | wish to thank the excellent legal team whose
unwavering commitment to the task was inspiring. | especially want to thank the
lawyers who did the majority of the behind-the-scenes legwork by name: Soffiyah
Elijah, Jenny Kang, Julie de Almeida, Heather Hardwick, Rai Sue Sussman, and Lori
Flowers. This team of women suffering the testosterone of as many as ten male
lead attorneys, plus the eight men accused, truly had their feminist code tested.
Naturally, | want to thank the most noted private investigators, Adam Raskin and
Nancy Pemberton, whose investigative technique and services were outstanding.
Today we were to start the preliminary hearing but because of our strong legal
defense team and growing public support, the California prosecutor offered plea
settlements that could not be ignored. The entire group discussed whether I would plead
no contest to conspiracy to manslaughter. After some discussion, | reluctantly agreed
to take the plea and be sentenced to 3 years probation; 1 year of jail time, credit for
time served, concurrent with New York State sentence, dismissing 1st degree murder
and conspiracy to commit murder. Also, because of my plea, four other defendants
would have all charges dismissed for insufficient evidence. This was a no-brainer
especially considering the elder brothers suffered a variety of health issues ranging
from high blood pressure, chronic respiratory problems, diabetes, PTSD, and prostate
cancer. Although | have my own health issues, in my near 38 years of imprisonment,
| believe | am in better shape than all four combined (Ha). In the last 25 years

prior to these charges being lodged, the brothers had been living peaceful and
productive lives raising their families, and offering community services. During the
period from their release on bail to this date, they had been running themselves
ragged across the country telling the story of COINTELPRO destruction of the Black
Panther Party, the Legacy of Torture, and building support for the case. While | would
have liked to have continued the legal fight to what | believe would have resulted in
complete exoneration of all charges, | know the jury system is fickle. | have seen too
many innocent men in prison who fought with the conviction of being innocent after
a reasonable plea bargain was offered, and they ulimately lost due to prosecutorial
misconduct, defense attorney errors, improper jury instructions by a judge, and/or a
fickle jury. Unfortunately, their loss results in spending decades in prison fighting for
a reversal or waifing to be released on parole, or in the worst cases, death row DNA
exonerations. The American judicial system is nowhere near being without flaws,
as the overwhelming number of Black men in prison sorely atfests. Given these
circumstances, my taking this plea is a bitter-sweet win-win.

Finally, I would like to thank with profound appreciation my attorneys Daro
Inouye, a 30+ year veteran of the San Francisco Public Defenders Office, whose
trial experiences and skills are incomparable; and Mark Goldrosen, a remarkable,
selfless trial technician and writer whose understanding of both State and Federal
law brought the court (and some of the attorneys) fo task.

A luta continua -
Jalil



VICISSITUDES

Alternatives While Waiting: Self-Reliance

by Marilyn Buck

A community’s people, with their creative energy and labor, are the
greatest resources it has, but an increasing number, mostly young, are
MIA, in graves or prisons, into which so many rush obliviously when they
act out Hollywood-constructed desires, images, and stereotypes to “make
it” in the midst of still-white supremacist and hierarchical America. Far
too many have embraced the 30 years of culturally-contrived amnesia
that has mis-educated them to believe in the very system that exiles them
to the cages. Valuable human beings- community residents, who could
have and should have been the teachers, nurses, doctors, mechanics,
public servants, and builders of their communities are disappeared.

Among the disappeared and exiled, many haven’t been formally
educated or taught to read well, having dropped out or been driven out
of the faltering California school systems, weakened both by funding
and a general disregard for and animosity towards the children of the
working and underemployed classes, particulatly when Black, Latino,
or Asian. There are few, if any, educational or rehabilitation-geared
programs within prisons. On a recent KPFA radio program, a freed
elder pointed out that many of California’s prisons are on lock-down at
any given time, meaning that the few programs that do exist, however
reluctantly and apathetically, do not function much of the time.

In the prison charnel houses, forgetfulness or oblivion settles like
quicklime on the spirit, intelligence and bodies of exiled and illegalized
young people. A sense of responsibility to the community is replaced
with rage, and beneath any posturing, despair, self-mutilation, and
suicide.

Alternatives? To re-imagine communities with the resources
to educate children, to provide work with sufficient income, to get
drugs and the weapons of collective suicide out, to make the streets
safe again for children, elders and the young

a bricklayer, willing to dig foundations, willing to take care of your
neighbor and work with others. It means being humble and giving back,
because when you left you took a whole lot of human and community
potential with you. It means learning what you need to know. Find a
teacher, no matter whether they wear your colors, are your color, or are
low on the ladder of that peculiar prison concept of “respect.” (Prison
culture doesn’t really give any prisoner true respect, or better-said,
dignity; the man is still pulling the strings.) If you can’t earn a skill you
want where you are (like being a doctor or an environmental engineer),
learn all you can about the world. Learn about other societies; learn
about communities fight for self-reliance and self-determination. Learn
Spanish, or English, or Chinese. Or history. The more you study about
the world, the better able you will be to see where you are and can go
in the world. Choose to be on the side of the people who are not the
greedy rulers and bosses.

Of course it’s easier to succumb to the haters who want to decimate
your community, and to hang with those who participate in the suicide
of their own communities through ignorance and individualism. Reignite
your creativity and imagination that you may have put aside when you
were 14 or that was discouraged in school. There is enough war from
without, end the wars from within. Nothing can be built during a civil
wat, and certainly nothing can be defended from the war from without,
without skills, knowledge and dignity of connection to and love for your
community. Become a warrior for reconstruction.

Set a premium on education. No one can ever take it from you.
Ultimately, knowledge and skills are more valuable than gold and SUVs,
or anything you may have possessed for a few brief moments in life,
before prison became your home with its prolonged lesson in absence.

women and men. This is similar to the 10-point
program the old Black Panther Part called for, a
program that in slightly different manifestations
is still understood world-wide as necessary for
community and nations’ health and well-being
and for peace with justice.

It’s never too late to learn, to get educated
or develop the social or political conscience
necessary to challenge the systematic social
genocide of our communities. No one has to
stay lost; no one is not subject to change. The
question is: will you change yourself, have a hand
in your destiny and development, or will you
accept the changes forced at you by the prison
systems’ dog-eat-dog programming that wants
you to become a gladiator and a puppet?

There are many who are looking for ways
to break such a decimating cycle. Meanwhile,
what? The prisoner’s alternative is not to wait for
alternatives and social change from the outside,
but to begin a process of reconstruction on the
inside.

To be a builder, or to be a demolisher,
those are the choices. It’s easy to demolish, to
destroy. You can be a one-man or a 100-man
wrecking crew, but to build you have to become

Image by Amor y Resistence Collective
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Lockdown: The Grim Reality

by Robert Morales P 27996, C-6-121, P.O. Box 5246, Corcoran, CA 93212

Kern Valley State Prison is nestled amid the fertile fields of California’s
San Joaquin Valley, rising from the valley’s basin as a series of squat,
drab, military-styled complexes ringed with razor wire. Its imposing
presence looms in stark contrast to the rumpled green furrows of the
surrounding fields.

The unrelenting totality of control, surveillance and security
exercised behind its grim facade is a psychological horror for those
imprisoned here, and the prison’s obsessive preoccupation with custodial
management has been driven to unprecedented extremes. This merciless
suppression of humanity has given rise to desperation, hopelessness and
intolerable levels of frustration.

The psychological consequences of the institution’s iron fisted rule
and unending lockdown policies have predictably begun to manifest in
tragedy. Men are dying behind in acts of savage violence. Others have
committed suicide as a last act of hopeless desperation. Recently, one
man was brutally shot to death by an officer in the gun tower. The
violence within the California State prison system will continue with
savage ferocity as long as human beings are locked away and treated as
animals undeserving of redemption.

Welcome to a harsh world of unimaginable horror and cruelty. An
Orwellian society of secrecy in whose lethal iron clutches the individual
ceases to exist. An omnipotent empire whose absolute tyranny and
autocratic rule ensures swift retribution and exile to a Security Housing
Unit (SHU) for its dissident class.

A prison Tockdown’ means that the prisoner will be denied
the creature comforts and common necessities that make the strict
austerity of prison life bearable. Lockdown ensures that a prisoner
will be forced to live in close proximity with another person, for 24
hours a day, seven days a week. As the weeks turn into months, the
once cordial and amiable cell atmosphere will turn biting and caustic
as both become hypersensitive to each other’s social peculiarities, many
times with fatal consequences. Lockdown is to be denied fresh air and
exercise, meaningful social interaction, educational and vocational self-
improvement opportunities, religious services, visits with loved ones...
denied, denied, denied.

Lockdown for the California State prisoner is to be plunged into an
abyss of emotional and spiritual despondency. Lockdown is to endure a
hellish nightmare of intense psychological trauma for months at a time,
and upon its completion, to emerge from your shadowy stone tomb
physically gaunt, your skin a pale, sickly pallor, eyes blinded and blinking
from the harsh sunlight. Resurrected like a modern day Lazarus to
sally forth into the milling and crumpled mass of humanity’s wretched
refuse.

As a California three striker sentenced to a slow, lingering death for
a non-violent property offense, the subjective experience is even more
dismal. I seem bound for the remainder of my life to remain forever
idle. The long, sleepless nights are sometimes filled with haunting and
torturous anxieties. The monotonous day one of a bleak and meaningless
existence, with periods of introspective purgatory in which I struggle to
cling to the last shredded remnants of my humanity.

Today the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation
is nothing more than a political war machine, whose obscene design
has one singular and chilling purpose: the systematic imprisonment and
enslavement for profit, of thousands of people to feed its gargantuan,
insatiable appetite. A purpose served by the unconscionable and unholy
alliance between California legislators and the California Correctional
Peace Officers Association (CCPOA), who admittedly have a pecuniary
interest in prison growth.

The California State prisoner has long been demonized and vilified
by the propagandist press machine of the CCPOA and its “get tough on
crime” conservative agenda. The transparency of this political strategy

is obvious and has sinister implications. The more the prisoner is falsely
portrayed as a sociopath and dangerous predator, the greater the illusion
can be perpetrated that correctional officers in California are walking
the ‘toughest beat in the nation.” It cannot be denied that correctional
officers do have a difficult and dangerous occupation. However, this
false assertion that all California State prisoners are swaggering,
muscular thugs with proclivities for robbery, rape and murder represents
nothing less than political artifice, created to garner the sympathy vote
from the legislative branch and the California taxpayer. How else, one
might ask, would they justify the unwarranted and massive expenditure
of tax dollars for the guards 2001-2006 37% contract pay increase and
overtime costs?

The California public’s perception of the prisoner is also derived
from a sensationalist media, which thrives on a culture of fear and
mistrust. The media’s obsessive coverage of the kidnapping and murder
of 12 year-old Polly Klass by a repeat offender injected an element of
widespread fear and mass hysteria into the collective consciousness of
the populace. California was thrust into the national limelight as the
resultant public outcry against prisoner recidivism rose to peak levels.
This was the impetus that initiated the drafting and subsequent passage
of the California Three Strikes law. In theory, the law was implemented
to specifically target the repeat violent offender. In practice however,
the far-reaching implications were to prove much more ominous.

Thousands of American residents, many of them drug users and
“petty thieves,” have been charged with crimes of a non-violent nature
and in a blood-chilling purge reminiscent of Nazi Germany’s ‘final
solution,” railroaded off to lives of extreme hardship and lonely exile.*
This is a crime of social genocide, whose infamy will forever echo down
the annals of American historical record of racial and class inequality.
People from the lower socio-economic rungs of American society will
draw their last tired breath as slaves to a monstrous regime of racial and
cultural apartheid, victims to completely unwarranted and Draconian
sentences of lethal finality.

Allowing ourselves as a society to be manipulated into supporting
archaic laws, which foster and promote a burgeoning prison industrial
complex, diminishes us all. The moral and ethical implications will
forever haunt the national conscience.

This is a law of economic insanity, an act of war waged against
society’s least, and cannot be seen as anything other than racial and class
genocide.

As we play the tribal drums in our native ceremonies, our elders
teach us that the drumbeat represents the collective heartbeat of the
people. The beat today is more somber. Its gentle tattoo now amplifies
the crushed heartbeat of a people wronged by the momentous gavel of
injustice. As human beings, we share a common destiny and are worthy
of redemption. Our heartsong will be heard.

Mitakuye oyasin
With palms pressed
Peace always
Robert Morales

*Elditor’s note: While e agree that the mass imprisonment of poor people of color for
“non-violent crimes” exposes the genocidal project of the prison industrial complex,
we worry about the further demonization of people who bave physically harmed
other people, whether once or multiple times. We know that our communities have
creative and powerful ways of bealing, standing up for each other, and demanding
accountability, and that in order to win we will need to destroy the idea that locking
anyone in a cage—mwhether they have acted violently or not—is the best way to keep
our communities safe.



COMING HOME:
Owerview of California’s

Parole Consideration Process

by UnCommon Law

The information in this overview is not intended as legal advice in any individunal
prisoner’ case. There are many exceptions and variations in the parole consideration
process. Readers are enconraged to consult a parole attorney for specific advice.

Documentation Hearing

Lifers are provided with a Documentation Hearing within the first
three years of theirincarceration. In this hearing, a Deputy Commissioner
from the Board of Parole Hearings (BPH) reviews the prisoner’s file and
makes recommendations regarding the kinds of activities the prisoner
should pursue in order to demonstrate parole suitability whenever he or
she becomes eligible.

Parole Consideration

Lifers have their Initial Parole Consideration Hearings scheduled
thirteen months prior to their Minimum FEligible Parole Dates (MEPD).
Legally, the presumption is that lifers will be granted parole at their initial
hearings; however, this has happened only ten times in the past ten years
or so. Prisoners are entitled to attend their hearings in person, to have
an attorney appointed, to ask questions, to receive all hearing documents
at least ten days in advance, to have their cases individually considered,
to receive an explanation of the reasons for denying parole and to
receive a transcript of the hearing, Parties attending parole hearings
include the prisoner, his or her attorney, a Commissioner and Deputy
Commissioner of the BPH, a representative from the District Attorney’s
office, two correctional officers, and the victims and/or their next of kin
or representatives. Prisoners are not permitted to call witnesses or to
have their family members attend, unless those family members happen
to also be victims of the offense.

The main topics discussed at parole hearings are the following:
the commitment offense and the circumstances surrounding it; any
prior juvenile or adult criminal history; conduct (both good and bad)
in prison; recent psychological evaluations prepared for the BPH; and
the prisoner’s plans for release upon parole. The area where prisoners’
families and supporters have the most influence is in the parole plans.
Through their letters to the BPH, supporters can demonstrate where
prisoners are invited to live once released, where they are offered
employment, where they may participate in any necessary transitional
program (e.g, drug or alcohol treatment), and any other financial,
emotional or spiritual support they may need. (See UnCommon Law’s
Free Guide to Lifer Support Letters, at www.theuncommonlaw.com, for
more information on this.)

When Parole Is Denied

On average, the BPH’s commissioners deny parole in approximately
90% to 95% of the cases they hear. Until Proposition 9 is overturned,
prisoners denied parole at either an Initial Hearing or a Subsequent
Hearing will have another heating scheduled either three years, five years,
seven years, ten years or fifteen years later. Like other aspects of the
parole consideration process that have changed since Prop 9, the BPH is
directed to consider the wishes of the victims and their representatives
in determining when the next heating should be.

When Commissioners Cannot Agree

If a hearing results in a split decision between the Commissioner
and Deputy Commissioner, the case goes to the full Board of BPH
commissioners at a monthly executive meeting. This is called an en
banc review, and a majority vote is required for a prisoner to be granted
parole.

Image by Mary Tremonte

When Parole Is Granted

If a prisoner is granted parole at the hearing, the case will be
reviewed by the BPH’s Decision Review Unit for 120 days. If they affirm
the date, then the case proceeds to the Governor’s office for 30 days of
review there. By the end of the 30 days, the Governor may either reverse
the parole grant, modify the release date, or let the decision stand, after
which the prisoner will be released on the date established by the BPH.

In cases other than murder, the Governor cannot directly reverse a
parole grant. Instead, the most the Governor can do is request that the
full Board conduct an en banc review and schedule a rescission hearing,
at which the prisoner’s grant may be taken away (rescinded).

If a parole grant is reversed by the Governor or rescinded by the
Board, the prisoner is placed back into the regular rotation of parole
consideration hearings unless and until he or she is granted parole again.
Some prisoners are granted parole several times before they are finally
released from prison.

When Courts Get Involved

At any stage of the parole consideration process, a prisoner may
ask a court to intervene and correct some unlawful conduct by the BPH.
(There is no internal administrative appeal of BPH decisions.) In the
most extreme cases against the Governot’s reversal of parole, courts
will set aside the decision, reinstate the BPH parole grant and allow the
prisoner’s release. In the most extreme cases against the BPH’s denial
of parole, courts will order the BPH to conduct a new hearing at which
parole must be granted unless there is any new evidence demonstrating
a prisoner’s risk to public safety.

The lifer cases from recent years that have helped establish the legal
limits on conduct by the BPH and the Governor are In re Rosenkrantz
(2002) 29 Cal.4th 616, In re Dannenberg (2005) 34 Cal.4th 1061, In
re Lawrence (2008) 44 Cal.4th 1181, In re Shaputis (2008) 44 Cal.4th
1241, In re Scott (2005) 133 Cal. App.4th 573; In re Rico (2009) 171 Cal.
App.4th 659; McQuillion v. Duncan (9th Cir. 2002) 306 F.3d 895; Sass
v. Cal. Bd. of Prison Terms (9th Cir. 2006) 461 E3d 1123, and Irons v.
Carey (9th Cir. 2007) 505 F.3d 846.

Life On Parole

Most lifers who are released on parole must serve a minimum
of five years or seven years on parole before they may be discharged
from parole. However, these parolees face a maximum of a lifetime
on parole if parole authorities find that there is good cause to believe
they continue to require intense parole supervision. While on parole,
they must abide by specific conditions supervised by a parole agent. A
former life prisoner who is on parole faces the possibility of a new life
sentence if he or she is returned to prison for even a minor violation
of parole.



UNCOMMON LAW GUIDE TO LIFER SUPPORT LETTERS

The Board often complains that prisoners’ parole plans are lacking something. Usually,
this is because the prisoner, attorney and other advocates have not coordinated their
efforts to make sure that all the important grounds are covered. Although we cannot
give legal advice for any specific prisoner’s situation, this guide should give you the
best chance o avoid this problem in the future.

A. WHAT IS A SUPPORT LETTER?

This should be a short letter (usually only one page) that typically explains
the writer's relationship to the prisoner and why he or she should be paroled. These
letters should almost always avoid discussing legal statutes or cases. There are
three main types of support letters: (1) Parole Plans; (2) General Support; and (3)
Testimonial. Each type is discussed below.

1. PAROLE PLANS

This letter is the most important for most lifers. It should provide specific
information on where the prisoner would live, identifying the number of rooms
and the prisoner's living arrangements. A letter should also describe actual (not
potential) employment, including duties and pay, and any other information about
how he or she would support himself or herself. The home and job should hoth be in
the same county, but this does not have to be in the county of last legal residence or
the county of conviction. The Board can approve parole in any California county.

If the prisoner had a drug or alcohol problem at the time of the offense, the
letter should identify places nearby where treatment can be obtained. The websites
for Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) and Narcofics Anonymous (NA) often provide listings
of all the available 12-step meefings in whichever geographic location you search for.
This information is ritical for showing where the prisoner would seek this type of
support once out on parole. A closely related issue to address in the letter is a relapse
prevention plan, which should explain the steps to be taken when the urge to relapse
arises. This plan should explain who the prisoner would call or meet with to support
his or her confinued sobriety.

2. GENERAL SUPPORT

This letter should explain the writer's personal knowledge of how the prisoner
has changed during incarceration, and why the writer believes the prisoner deserves
to be paroled. This letter should not try to minimize the seriousness of the crime
or the prisoner’s role in it (leave that fo the lawyer at the hearing or in court).
Focusing on such issues here would harm the writer's credibility with the Board.
Also, “petitions” signed by people without personal knowledge of the case should
generally be avoided because they have very little impact on the Board and can
take up a lot of space in a hearing packet with almost no benefit.

3. TESTIMONIAL LETTERS

The testimonial letter should come from someone familiar with the case
over a long period of time, but this generally should not include family members
and friends. Typical writers include the defense attorney, judge or prosecutor at
the time of trial; investigating officers, jurors, efc.

These writers (unlike those writing “general support letters”) may be able
to explain the prisoner’s role in the offense without appearing overly biased
in the prisoner’s favor. Many times, the people involved at the time of trial did
not expect the prisoner fo remain in prison decades later, and many times they
will explain why the prisoner has done enough fime for his or her role. Since
some of these writers will be from the sume segment of the community (i.e., law

UnCommon Law is an Oakland-based group that involves prisoners,
their families and their supporters in working with attorneys and other
advocates to improve prison conditions and to find alternatives to
incarceration for those convicted of crimes. Through their personal
approach to advocacy and legal representation, they educate prisoners
and their supporters about how to play an active role in bringing about
the world in which they want to live. Thanks to the folks at UnCommon
Law for allowing us to reprint these helpful materials!

enforcement) as the parole board members, their input may be very influential.

Testimonial writers may also come from within the prison community.
Educational or vocational instructors, volunteers in self-help and therapy programs,
and work supervisors offer some of the best current evidence of how a prisoner gets
along with others and how he or she approaches his or her responsibilities. Many
times, these people have had the opportunity to observe a particular prisoner over a
long period of time and can either talk about positive changes they have observed, or
discuss the prisoner’s consistently positive conduct throughout a variety of situations.
These letters can also help minimize the impact of negative information in the prison
file, such as 1155 or 128s, either by providing important background information
or by explaining how the prisoner has changed in the period since those write-ups
occurred.

B. WHEN AND WHERE SHOULD YOU
SEND YOUR SUPPORT LETTERS?

Prisoners should start gathering support letters as soon as they know when
their hearings have been scheduled. In years past, most scheduled hearings ended
up being postponed or cancelled for one reason or another. They were often held
many months after the original due dates, and the Board would sometimes complain
that the support letters were too old and needed to be updated. Nowadays, the
postponement rate is much lower than it used to be; however, prisoners still should
not obtain letters until they are actually scheduled for a hearing. The safest approach
is fo have the letters arrive 2 1/2 to 3 months before the scheduled hearing. When
that is not possible (because, for example, plans are sfill being put together), they
should still be obtained as soon as possible after that period in order fo increase the
chances the letters will be included in the “Board Packet,” which includes documents
pulled together at the prison and sent out to the commissioners and attorneys
roughly 60 days before the hearing. No matter when the letters arrive, they should
be sent (or faxed, where possible) to the Board of Parole Hearings Desk (lifer desk)
at the prison, to the prisoner’s correctional counselor, the prisoner and the prisoner’s
attorney. At the very least, the prisoner should keep a copy of all the letters because
too often, for one reason or another, no one else has copies at the time of the
hearing. Late letters that get to the prisoner or his/her attorney on the eve of the
hearing (or even on the morning of the hearing) can also be provided fo the panel
at the time of the hearing, if it cannot be avoided.
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WHEN THE PRISONERS RAN WALPOLE

From Union Cards To Pass Cards: Picking Up the Pieces

by Michael Callahan

Editors Note: This is the second installment of a series examining the recently
released book written by Jamie Bissonette, When the Prisoners Ran Walpole.
The purpose of these articles is to glean lessons from the Walpole Prison experiment
and generate discussion and strategies for future efforts that we can all get bebind.
This article explores the legacy of Walpole and sets up the final piece dedicated to
YOUR RESPONSES to the critical question, “So, now what?” The four main
sources for this article are the book, a written correspondence from Ralph Hamm
postmarked June 2, 2008, a May 29, 2008 phone interview with Ed Rodpan, and
a June 12, 2008 phone interview with Bobby Dellelo and Kumasi. Italicized quotes
signify they were taken from sources other than the book.

Special thanks to Jamie Bissonette, Ralph Hanim, Asha Tall, Kumasi, Rachel
Herzing, David Stein, Reverend Ed Rodman, and Bobby Dellelo for making this
series possible, and inspiring its best parts.

“The only way to bust a union is to lie, distort,
manipulate, threaten, and always, always attack.”
— Martin Jay Levitt, Confessions of a Union Buster

The state police takeover was swift and brutal. Warden Waitkevich
used classic union-busting methods. Leaders were discredited, beaten,
and taken away, union files were removed, and racial distrust and fear
was sown. Boston Herald American reporters spread rumors that the
prisoners had a bomb even though civilian observers who just exited
the blocks debunked the claim. Walpole guards and brass instigated a
riot, but National Prisoners Reform Association (NPRA) discipline and
coolheadedness prevailed. Unable to provoke the prisoners into reactive
violence, the state police took preemptive measures to lockdown the
prison and enforce martial law.

Ed Rodman — a leading supporter of the NPRA, community
organizer, and Episcopal priest — saw this exercise in “riot control” as a
warm-up for Boston’s escalating school desegregation and bussing battle.
He explains, “If you look at how they worked the blocks, they marched
in columns, lined both sides of the corridor, like it was a street, worked in
pairs with two more as backup, cell by cell, getting control by destruction
and violence; the conclusion is inescapable. This was a drill.”

The police takeover proved the coup d’état for the NPRA and John
Boone, who as head of the Department of Corrections was a main
architect of prison reform in Massachusetts. John Moriarty, a colonel in
the state police, became head of Walpole security. He immediately banned
the NPRA. Waitkevich declared the eatlier union election rigged.

Moriarty and Waitkevich put the NPRA’s white Board Members
in segregation presuming this would cause a leadership crisis. Ralph
Hamm demonstrated his skills as lead negotiator and strategist. Hamm
mobilized Black African Nations Toward Unity (BANTU) — the Black
Consciousness prisoner group — and NPRA members in the minimum
end of the prison. They protested the continued presence of the state
police and the administration’s deliberately cruel policies and demanded:
“Release Our NPRA Board Members! No Justice, No Peace.”

This resulted in direct negotiations between the line guards and
prisoners over governing regulations and the release of NPRA leaders
from segregation. For Rodman, these talks symbolized the “ultimate
moment of institutional change.” Jamie Bissonette explains, “Rodman
believed that the withdrawal of the administration was a sign that the
NPRA and the retraining of the guards had been too successful; the
coming together of exploited guards with brutalized prisoners was
dangerous for the administration.”

Looking back, Hamm and Rodman sensed a “real potential to share

poweramong this group of men.” Bissonette writes, “Evenif there was scant
hope for the two unions within the prison to establish common ground, it
would be possible for the NPRA to establish respectful relationships with
a core group of line staff.” Safety was at stake for both sides.

“Later, John Kerrigan—a lifer who would become the last president
of the NPRA—identified this oversight as a tragic flaw in their strategy;
they should have seen, seized on, and exploited this possibility;” writes
Bissonette.

The guards’ union obviously had more power in the situation, but
they didn’t have consensus. The union brass that was connected to
conservative politicians wanted to destroy the NPRA, but the line guards
had different, more immediate considerations. But for the NPRA, it was
too late in the game to take advantage of this concern for mutual safety
to win political and programmatic gains.

Dellelo explains, “There were three pillars of power within the
institution: the prisoners, the guards, and the administration. All had the
power to destabilize any initiative.” This time it was the administration’s
turn. Waitkevich issued interim regulations that severely curtailed
prisoners’ physical movement.

“Prisoners were prohibited from leaving their blocks unless called
out by inner control; block grill doors were to be locked at all times
except during meals...only prisoners with a pass signed by a staff
member...would be allowed to leave the blocks...all telephone requests
and inquiries were to go through inner control, effectively cutting off
the NPRA from their allies,” writes Bissonette. This was intended to put
a chilling effect on prisoner organizing.

The NPRA issued a statement demanding the restoration of the
Citizen Observers Program, furloughs, parole eligibility upon one-third
of sentence served, full visiting privileges, the return of outside groups
and functions, and the joint opening of the maximum and minimum
blocks. Ralph DiMasi, a white member of the NPRA board of directors,
went on a 30-day hunger strike to protest the “continued presence
of the state police, the corruption of the disciplinary board, and the
reinstatement of guards who had brutalized prisoners.”

According to Bissonette, “DiMasi accepted the truth: he too was
a slave as long as he was in prison, and his reduction in status was
predicated on the oppression of Black men...For the time they were in
prison, the white prisoners understood that they too, were chattel.”

Despite Waitkevich and Moriarty’s disruptive tactics, the NPRA
did not just roll over. They won another election as the prisoners’
official representative body with 84 percent of the vote. The American
Arbitration Association (AAA) trained the NPRA for collective
bargaining. This proved to be a rocky process.

Dellelo recalls, “They sat us down and they would like, role-play.
Okay, it goes like this. You want whatever; the DOC says no. What do
you do? We would say, ‘We riot!” or ‘We go on strike!” They wanted to
teach us give-and-take, but we did not have time for that shit. If we were
asking for something, we needed it. It was non-negotiable. We could
work together on the details. I guess we gave them a hard time.”

Negotiations were fraught with adversity. Hamm was in and out of
segregation and Dellelo stepped down as president to plan his escape.
The State Labor Board Commission (SLBC) finally ruled against the
NPRA on the basis that even though the prisoners met the criteria of
employees of the state of Massachusetts, the SLBC had no statutory
power over the commissioner of corrections who had complete control
over the prisoners. Therefore, they couldn’t enforce any agreements
negotiated by the prisoners. This bureaucratic interpretation amounted
to “class warfare by other means.”

Despite these setbacks, an agreement was signed with a one-year
sunset clause. The NPRA went back to work in exchange for: the right to



handle prisoner grievances and conflicts (except disciplinary infractions),
meals in the chow hall, furloughs and educational programs within 18
months, good time for blood donations, support on legislation that made
lifers eligible for parole after 10 rather than 15 years, community access
to the prison, and consideration of a family/private-visit program.

In the end, enforcement of the agreement proved futile. The
administration used the disciplinary code loophole whenever they
wanted to quash an inconvenient dispute. Two murders of prisoners, the
firing of John Boone, and heavy restrictions on the Observer Program
— the community monitoring group begun by the Ad Hoc Committee
on Prison Reform (AHC) — drastically shifted the balance of power
at Walpole in favor of the punitive, law and order crowd. With the
economy in recession and public and legislative concern turning to
school desegregation, the prison once again became a closed system.

“Prisons are outmoded, violent bureaucracies that don’t
protect public safety. There’s no way to rehabilitate
anyone in them. The facility produces violence that calls
for more of the facility. It’s a self-fulfilling prophecy.
Prisons offer themselves as a solution to the very
problem they created. Institutions are set up to make
people fail. That’s their latent purpose.”

—Jerome Miller, Boston Globe, June 23, 1973

Creating Solutions Versus Creating Bureaucracies

Through pragmatism, resilience, and extraordinary political
circumstances, the men at Walpole set the bar for prisoner self-
determination. “First, they proclaimed their unity: they were brothers;
the fulfillment of each one’s needs rested upon fulfilling the needs of
the other. Next, they were laborers: they had skills to trade in order to
meet their needs. They demanded recognition as such, including fair
wages and the creation of a safe working environment where they could
act upon their fundamental entitlement to take care of themselves, their
families, and their community. Last, they were individual human beings:
fathers, husbands, sons, friends, and students,” writes Bissonette.

Plan of Action

The prisoners came through the crucible of Walpole as new
men. NPRA members longed to be part of a solution that healed
and empowered themselves and their communities. They expressed
this vision in their Plan of Action. At its heart was their desire “for
the abolition of prisons and personal liberty for all prisoners to work
with society to resolve the problem of crime.” Because prisons were
“maintained by complex interests,” the NPRA’s plan took a holistic
approach to addressing the problem.

Youth

The NPRA had to starve the prison system’s roots in order to stop
its pernicious growth. This meant shutting down the pipeline that fed
youth from training schools to prisons and mental institutions. They
envisioned counseling centers staffed by qualified ex-prisoners who
could provide resources and mentor youth to make better decisions.

The NPRA took their cue from Jerome Miller, who as head of the
Department of Youth Services (DYS) closed the training schools and
replaced them with “community-based programs that kept the young
people within their communities and simultaneously addressed the
community issues that put the children in danger.”

Furthermore, the battle over desegregating Boston schools
unmasked white liberal racism and the advent of tracking poor, inner-
city Black kids from underfunded schools to DYS. Part of the NPRA’s
plan was to get money out of imprisonment and into quality education.

Education

Education played a key role in the plan. Because the majority of
prisoners were functionally illiterate, the NPRA created a basic education
curriculum taught by prisoner-teachers. They knew that freeing the
body also required liberating the mind.

Their curriculum reflected the preparation prisoners needed to get
out, and stay out, of prison. The NPRA teamed up with local colleges
to provide resources, training, and advanced degrees. “We bad the Boston
University Masters Degree Program in one of onr prisons—ihe recidivism rate for
2 or 3 yrs was zero,” notes Dellelo.

Dellelo often recalls that studying sociology broadened his horizons.
It gave him a productive way to apply his “field experience in the ‘causes
and effects’ of confinement.” He continues to use his education as a
fierce advocate for abolition and to fulfill the NPRA’ original promise
“to work with society to resolve the problem of crime.”

He explains, ‘T entered the prison with a seventh-grade education. 1 came
out with a BA degree, majored in sociology, and since I've been on the street, I'm a
certified paralegal. Now tell me I'm not the fucking expert. You wanna know how fo
rehabilitate prisoners? I can tell you.”

Critical education is always a two-way street. The educational exchanges
between the prisoners and members of outside community exposed the latter
to the true nature of the prisons—something sorely missing today. Kumasi
— co-author of The Folsom Prisoners’ Manifesto of Demands and Anti-Oppression
Platforn — explains, “There are so few pegple on our side even who can grasp the things he’s
[Dellelo| talking about and who can be led down a path of trying to unravel this shit. ..
and then put. . .a structure together thats gonna work and then do it on. .. a realistic level.
Pegple need 1o be taught how to do that. They don't have the kind of specific education.”

Restorative Justice

The NPRA knew that the harm many prisoners caused must be
addressed. For the NPRA, the connection between individual and
community transformation was inseparable. What would later be called
restorative justice was a central component of their plan.

“The NPRA explained that many prisoners needed the security of
a confidential, therapeutic relationship to grapple with the issues that
had brought them to prison... The NPRA recognized that counseling
might save the family unit, often destroyed by the shame and pressure
of incarceration,” writes Bissonette.

Onasocietal level, they recognized that the prison industrial complex
exploits this harm on many fronts: to create a distrustful wedge between
prisoners and their kith and kin, to legitimate its own existence, and to
reinforce the stereotype that prisoners are hardened and unremorseful,
incapable of change, and need to be incapacitated. The NPRA saw
furloughs as a way to rebuild trust and “participate in the constructive
development of the communities that they came from.”

Ed Rodman insists that a revolution in values and practice is necessary
to undo the prison industrial complex. “King [MLK, Jt.| #ried to help people
see this, and this is one of the reasons why he was killed. He tried to help them see
the connection between racism and refributive justice — an eye for an eye mentality —
that fueled the fear, that kept the prison system growing, with a foreign policy that was
essentially based on the same principles: that white supremacy will rule and that America
has the power to make people do what they want them to do,” explains Rodman.

Prisoner-Driven

The NPRA knew they had to do for themselves. Ralph Hamm
explains, “...most of our needs were immediate and conld not wait the years it took
for the politicians to come around to afford us relief. We did not have to, or desire to,
spend countless months or years bickering with civilians on what conrse of action fo
take. Time wasted meant lives lost.”

For 12 weeks the NPRA demonstrated that they could run the
prison more constructively and humanely than their captors. Therefore,
as experts, their plan was to take the leading role in “policy development,
classification, job assignments, and discipline.” Without this, prisons
“would remain a hopelessly punitive structure, and all of society would
suffer the ever-expanding effects of that punishment.”



The NPRA didn’t fancy themselves as exceptional. From their
personal experience — recognition of where they began and where
they ended up — they knew “similar leadership based upon democratic
principles, justice, racial equality, and self-determination could emerge
in all prisons.”

History bears them out. For example, prisoners at Folsom undertook
similar initiatives. In the preamble to their Folsom Prisoners Manifesto of
Demands and Anti-Oppression Platform, they began “We the imprisoned men
of Folsom Prison seek an end to the injustice suffered by all prisoners,
regardless of race, creed, or color.” Their efforts culminated in a general
strike throughout the California prison system in the early 1970s.

In the outside community, the AHC deliberately took the NPRA’
lead. “Once the prisoners realized that we were serions and not a liberal do-gooder
group that was willing to support them and in essence, back their play, as opposed to
trying to tell them how to play, then that is when that bond was formed of trust that
enabled us to work reasonably successfully for a couple years in bringing about change.
They did their part inside, we did onr part outside, but we were always guided by their
sense of urgency and their sense of where the pressure needed to go, and what needed
to change first,” explains Rodman.

Rodman teaches his students that the primary distinction between
institutions and movements is that in institutions, one group of people
makes decisions about what another group of people are going to do,
whereas in movements, decisions are made by those most affected and
doing the work. The AHC got this.

Broad-based Movement
The NPRA prioritized opening up “communication lines” with
other advocates to build off one another’s work. They envisioned
a “national clearinghouse for prison reform” at their headquarters in
Rhode Island. They did not want to set up a situation where different
community groups worked at cross-purposes or in isolation.

This concern anticipated the ascent of nonprofit activism and
institutionalized dissent, which tends to stake out niches, focus on single
issues, and be driven by the narrow objectives of foundations rather than
working as a broad, united movement to change the whole system.

This is a huge obstacle to overcome. Since his release, Dellelo has
experienced this fragmentation time and time again. 4/ the organizations
were_joined together to go in one direction...now it all turned out to be bullshit.
Organizations on the street have their own agendas, and those that are successful at
getting inside a prison block off anyone else from coming in and they won't rock the
boat becanse they can get thrown out. DOC is a master in controlling organizations,
putting them under an umbrella, which means now they control all the
organizations. And the people out here, they’re just not politically aware
as much as they think they wanna be...they fight the wrong way and
they don't realize it,” relates Dellelo.

Bissonette explains this part of the plan’s contemporary
relevance, “The PIC consists of atightbraid of US government
interests, international economic interests, and punishment
regimes. Each strand locks the other in place...those of us
who are concerned about building a just and equitable society
where all people can live in peace need to work together, to
listen to and learn from each other’s analysis. Whether we
work to stop the war, end racism, oppose the oppressions of
globalization, we need to see the connections in our work and
the way our issues connect to the punishment regime.”

“What was created in order to bring about the civil rights
revolution, was a rare combination of brilliant strategy, namely
nonviolent resistance, and the development of a broad-based coalition
of interest groups that were anchored in the religions community, but
were equally supported by labor, by elements of the Democratic party
initially, and, of course, in those days, many northern Republicans were
actually more liberal than most Democrats, 1 think people forget that,”
reflects Rodman.
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Culture

In Black Skin, White Masks Fanon writes, “There is a fact: White
men consider themselves superior to black men. There is another fact:
Black men want to prove to white men, at all costs, the richness of their
thought, the equal value of their intellect. How do we extricate ourselves
from this?”

This question of extrication was not lost on the NPRA. Prisoners
came from poor, racially and ethnically segregated neighborhoods.
They knew that difference was a fact of life and that it could either
breed hatred and terror or illuminate the strengths and weaknesses of
one’s own heritage. For BANTU and the NPRA, US history clearly
demonstrated that white racial allegiance undermined class interests;
and that white supremacy and racialized surplus populations were the
basis of the prison system.

“Given the effects of racism in prison and in the larger society,
the NPRA recommended the development of strong cultural programs
that would teach prisoners about their own heritages, increasing their
self-esteem and pride. They envisioned rich programs, including music
and art. They also recommended that prisoners teach each other about
the fullness of their various cultural traditions. The Walpole prisoners
had learned that understanding increased appreciation and developed a
greater sense of brotherhood,” writes Bissonette.

The NPRA practiced antiracism knowing that the institution
reproduced racism and encouraged old prejudices everyday through
segregation and racialized benefits like furloughs and cushy jobs.

Because their environment was fraught with traps, the NPRA
used white “hard core” prisoners as “shock troops” to check agent
provocateurs and keep a lid on things when racial and interpersonal
tensions got heavy. “T would not recommend this ploy now, because there are just
too many gangs and cligues within the prison setting. It would be impossible to contain
them all, and thereby foo dangerous for any organization to rely upon them to keep
peace,” cautions Hamm.

This peacekeeping strategy — by way of prisoner-sanctioned
“legitimate violence” —reveals the contradictions and complexities of the
situation, and the NPRA’s practical considerations in keeping the project
moving forward. They were always in a race with time; they needed to
manage conflict while their cultural programs raised the prisoners’ self-
knowledge, cultural awareness, and group consciousness.

“The NPRA was always a multicultural, multiethnic, joint enterprise
introduced to Walpole Prison by Irish and Italian-American prisoners that had the
Joresight to utilize the evolution of Black consciousness in the prison as a catalystic




springboard to launch the belief of empowerment into the hearts and minds of the
general population,” concludes Ralph Hamm.

Today, prison culture is much more widespread and mythologized
in popular culture than it was in the 1970s. Rodman argues, “..1¢s really
important to understand that what is now popular culture, the rappers and the [no|
snitching and all that stuff, is actually thug culture. With the expansions of prisons
you have created a whole different source for — I don’t know if you want to call it
enrichment — but certainly a fertile field for the development of new attitudes and
new rhythms. . .and that comes out of the prison systens, which is a very basic, banal,
sexist, misogynistic system. Gangbanging is simply the external extension of that
operation as it goes on in the prison, and if you want to break all that [up], you've
ot to break it up at the source, which is in the prison, not in the community,” argues
Rodman.

Full Employment

“The NPRA recommended that prisoners work with federal and
state governments, along with private industry, to develop job-training
programs within prisons. A job-placement network would compliment
the job-training programs. The NPRA was clear: the jobs needed to be
decent and pay fair wages, or prisoners would return to crime,” writes
Bissonette.

The NPRA unveiled their plan during the deep recession of the
1970s. Unemployment and inflation soared. This did not faze the
prisoners. They knew exactly how much it cost to keep them imprisoned.
If the state allocated resources “for the good of all people” then jobs
would follow and economically motivated harm would decrease.

Dellelo believes lifers could play a big part. He writes, “If we
‘invested’ in these individuals, trained them as teachers, provided them
with ways to obtain vocational skills, got them certified as instructors
in carpentry, plumbing, masonry, this would not only give meaning and
purpose to these individuals’ lives, it would give them the skills they
could pass on to other prisoners who could not only make a living wage
on the street, but who could also maintain the institutions, at a huge
savings to the state. And of course, if they were working for real wages,
these prisoners would be paying taxes, which would help defray the
cost of the correctional system as it was being converted into a self-
disintegrating system, in addition to helping keep their families out of
poverty—and prison.”

The independent state oversight agency, the Little Hoover
Commission, estimates that 80 percent of former prisoners are
unemployed and roughly 70 percent of parolees return to prison each
year in California. These high unemployment and turnover rates — a
national trend — present a different set of challenges to organizing than
those faced by the long-term population at Walpole.

It’s clear that we have to make inroads and stronger connections
to the troubled labor movement. Otherwise, we tisk the Darwinian fate
of scarcity politics. “The thing with the union is they find prisoners as a threat.
When we'd try to get stuff going on inside the prison, theyd complain that we were
stealing union jobs. Like who the fuck are we? We're the same as you, when we come
out on the street you want us to_join your goddamn union, but you're undercutting
us inside the prison like we're the fucking eneny, and that still holds true ont in the
population,” opines Dellelo.

Abolition

The NPRA’ Plan of Action recommended the “practical supports”
they believed could safely return the vast majority of prisoners to their
communities. Their study of history and experiences with various
administrations and penal policies taught them the limitations and
dangers of a rights framework. They attached the California Prisoners
Union’s “Bill of Rights” to their plan as the “minimum standard” they
could endure, but refused to become mired in defending those rights at
the cost of not “advancing their broader causes.”

“The NPRA was a community of resistance, and this is the key
to unraveling the braid [of the prison industrial complex]. The men at
Walpole evaluated their captivity, studied the way that society defined
them, and then rejected the whole package. They resisted the role
they had been consigned to in society. They created new definitions

for themselves and for the institution they inhabited. And then they
committed themselves to living in the world that they had created.
The NPRA refused to define themselves as criminals paying for their
transgressions, so they did not form an inmate council; they did not
advocate for prisoners’ rights. They formed a union. Rather than
acceding to the demand that they be only raw material and product,
they made it clear that they were also producers, workers who were
imprisoned—exploited as slave labor under the law;” writes Bissonette.

John O. Boone warned that community correction programs
and prison reform could easily be manipulated and used to reinforce
the system. After being fired as Massachusetts’s Commissioner of
Corrections he went on to found the National Coalition to Abolish
Prisons. In 2002, he addressed a question posed to him at a workshop at
the national Critical Resistance conference in New Otrleans on how anti-
prison activists should deal with prisoner administrators and reform.

He responded, “I think you all have a lot of energy and a lot of
good ideas but I don’t think you should be talking about reform. You
can’t reform a corrupt system. It is rotten to the core. Abolishment is
the only course of action. And don’t say it can’t be done. I have seen
a lot of abolishment in my lifetime. I only wish I was as young as all
of you.”

“The social revolution...cannot draw its poetry from
the past, but only from the future. It cannot begin with
itself before it has stripped itself of all its superstitions
concerning the past”

—XKarl Marx, The Eighteenth Brumaire

Do We Dare Join Their Cause?

The world that these events unfolded in is long gone. “What you're
reading in the book doesn't exist no more politically in Massachusetts. And you gotta
keep in mind now California has many prisons, Massachusetts only had a few, and
we locked our battle down in Walpole, we were very familiar with how the institution
attacked us. . .we was a pretty close-knit family,” warns Dellelo.

Walpole Prison itself is now called Cedar Junction. The US
imprisoned population has skyrocketed from under 200,000 to over
2,500,000 in three decades; racial divisions have proliferated and taken
on the subtler cloak of multiculturism; and union membership has
plummeted to only 1 in 8 workers. Obama or not, the owning class is
squeezing the poor. The situation is infinitely more complex and dire.

The prison system learned its lessons. “They understood very well by
the early 70s that if you wanted to avoid what happened in Attica and what almost
bappened in Massachusetts on the positive side, you had to cut off that communication
with the community and you had to have a whole new strategy of prison construction
and architecture that was based on the principles of isolation, rather than on the
principles of cell blocks. Because if you have cell blocks then that allows too many
peaple to get together too often to plan and do stuff; whereas if you put people in isolation
then they can’t do a danin thing. . .and of conrse now we bave whole prisons, especially
in California, that are based on that inhumane premise,” explains Rodman.

“US senators and reps went around this country in the early 705 and looked at
the entire correctional system with the intent of taking control [of it). In 1974, the
National Institute of Corrections was created by Attorney General Mitchell. .. The
whole concept that swept this conntry about getting tough on crime emanated from the
NIC and peaple are totally unaware of the shit that’s going on. .. we gotta educate
people. ... because this is what controls all prisons in the US. If you can control and
influence this body, you can control and influence all the prisons across the US. ..
Corrections isn't about corrections it’s about job security. That’s the problem, but
it turned around and belped us to the extent that they had spent over $60 billion
building new prisons and the gnards immediately got their salaries jacked up off the
charts and then finally the states learned we can't afford this, how the hell do we get
out of this, so the NIC did a 360 and changed the entire correctional paradigm and
now rebabilitation works,” explains Dellelo.



How the hell are we going to get out of this?

Hamm writes, “The PIC cues its repression upon our actions or plans of
action. Some of the NPRAY best victories were had through spontaneous reaction
to a situation. Human nature will always afford a solution. ..a new platform.. . the
leverage points. . .and the new political link. Everything that the NPRA accomplished
was a result of our being the students of history. The past is the bedrock upon which
we presently stand, as a platform for the future.”

The current economic crisis provides opportunities and grave
dangers as federal and state governments tighten their fiscal belts. The
challenge is to agree upon a common analysis and program for change.
A broad coalition of groups working in concert made the advances at
Walpole possible. Like the NPRAs Plan for Action, the center of any
program has to be prisoner leadership, decarceration, and dignified,
justly compensated work.

Dellelo concludes, “The problem is who are the experts? And the

experts are not the people in corrections, the experts are actually the
prisoners, these are the experts, and the problem is we don’t know how
to use this resource.”

Somewhere between Hamm and Marx, between history and
innovation, there is a road.

It’s time to hear your Plan of Action!
Part three will be a compilation of your thoughts on When the Prisoners Ran
Wajpote, the current sitnation, and what we can do together. So write us with your
responses! Write to:

Walpole Response

c/o The Abolitionist

Critical Resistance

1904 Franklin St., Suite 504

Oakland, CA 94612.

THE STORY TELLING AND ORGANIZING PROJECT (STOP)

Somefimes it's hard to talk about and embody abolition in real, everyday terms.
What happens when we are in a situation where our physical and emotional safety,
or that of someone we know, is compromised? How can we refrain from involving
the cops or the state when sometimes this feels like the only recourse?

The Story Telling and Organizing Project (STOP), part of Creative Interventions,
is collecting stories of interventions involving family, intimate and other forms of
interpersonal violence where the police or the state were not brought into the picture.
Stories are collected by a trained volunteer through audio recordings and are being
used in workshops and in other venues where participants are looking for community
solutions o violence.

Collaboration between Creative Interventions and Crifical Resistance made
sense and a couple of members of the Oakland (R chapter attended trainings on
various aspects of the project, including story collecting. It is critical in our work as
abolitionists that we not only understand the short comings of the current system,
but that we give voice to the dreams, desires, attempts, and sirategies we've put into
practice. These recordings provide a jumping off place from which to gain perspective
and ideas, or simply the courage and inspiration to come up with your own sirategy
to deal with violence in your life.

The stories are also a powerful organizing fool. So many fimes when we talk
about abolition, we are asked for the solutions, for the answers, for the alternatives.
So many times, we respond that we don’t have all of the answers and that we don't

have to. While this is true, it often rings hollow. STOP empowers us all to tell our
stories and to provide strategies fo share, to use in bits and pieces, to challenge, or
just think about.

One of the most engaging parts of the project is that the stories are recorded
and, for the most part, you listen to the person who actually had this experience of
violence and hear in their own words what they did to address it. You can hear the
story teller smile, laugh, and cry as they speak. It makes listening to a story very
tangible and gives the listener a way to reach in and interact with that experience in
a more visceral way.

As part of Critical Resistance's collaboration with STOP, we are looking for stories
from people who are inside. We feel that these stories are particularly important
because they provide a hand hold, a chink in the walls of a system that thrives on
silencing people’s voices, cutting individuals off from family and community and
taking away people’s right to self-determination.

Please let us know if you would like to tell your story of an experience of
addressing interpersonal violence without involving state means (police, correctional
officers, courts, etc). You can write fo Jay at:

Critical Resistance
1904 Franklin St, Suvite 504
Oakland, CA, 94612

SUPPORT CRITICAL RESISTANCE AND SUBSCRIBE TO THE ABOLITIONIST!

Your subscription helps us to send the Abolitionist to over 1,000 prisoners for free.

O  $8 for 4 issues
Q  $15 for 8 issues

O $35 for 4 issues Low income:

O $60 for 8 issues

Name:

Mailing Address:

Billing Address (if different):

U Please charge my credit or debit card.

Credit card type:

Credit card number:

Expiration date:

U I have enclosed a check payable to Critical Resistance.

U Yes, please send me e-mail updates!

Email Address:
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Survey for Our Readers

CONTENT APPLICATION

1. Rate the following regular columns from 1 to 5 (5 being the 5. Are there clear ways to apply what you read?
highest score). Please include specific feedback.

Alternatives 1 2 3 4 5
6. Do you have ideas for making the paper more useful
(applicable)?
Coming Home 1 2 3 4 5
Critical Condition 1 2 3 4 5
7. What resources would you like included in the paper?
News Briefs 1 2 3 4 5
Testing the Borders 1 2 3 4 5 DESIGN
(If you are an artist, please submit empowering images!)
Vicissitudes ! 2 3 4 > 8. Is the paper visually appealing? Y / N
Policing 1 5 3 4 5 9. How can we improve the design?

Blast from the Past 1 2 3 4 5 C O MMUNITY

10. Do you share the paper with other people? Y / N
First Nations 1 2 3 4 5
11. Approximately how many people read your copy?

Prisoner Submissions 1 2 3 4 5 12. Are you interested in forming a study group? Y / N

Comments: DEMOGRAPHICS
13. What is your age?

14. What is your race/ethnicity?

15. What i der identity?
2. Are you interested in a regular labor column? Y / N What is your gender identity

What topics and issues would you like to see included in it? .
16. How many years is your sentence?

17. What is your security level?

18.D d th in English or Spanish?
3. Is the content of the paper relevant? Y / N © you read the paper in English or Spanis

)
Why ot why not: 19. Do you have any health issues?

20. What is your education level?

4. What would you like to see addressed in the paper that

currently isn’t being addressed? Send your completed survey to:

The Abolitionist

c/o Critical Resistance
1904 Franklin St., Ste. 504
Oakland, CA 94612
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Send The Abolitionist
Your Writing and Art!

WE ACCEPT ARTICLES, LETTERS,
CREATIVE WRITING, POETRY,
INTERVIEWS, BIOGRAPHIES,
AND ARTWORK.

IDEAS FOR ARTICLES AND ARTWORK:
Practical steps toward prison industrial complex abolition
e Ways to remain physically and mentally healthy while
imprisoned
e Examples of prisoner organizing
Updates on what's happening at the prison you're at (for
example: working conditions, health concerns, lockdowns)
Legal strategies and important cases that impact prisoners
Alternatives to policing, punishment, and imprisonment
Experiences about life atter prison
Reflections on identity (for example: race, dlass, gender,
family roles)
*  Op-ed on an article published in recent issue

WHAT TO SUBMIT:

. Ariicle)s should not exceed 1500 words (roughly 5 handwritten
pages

o Letters should not exceed 250 words

*  Empowering artwork that will print well

HOW TO SUBMIT:
e Specify how you want your name and address printed with
your article.

* |f possible, send a copy of your submission, not the original.

e Submissions will automatically be copy-edited for grammar
and spelling.

WRITING SUGGESTIONS:
Try to write an outline before you write the piece. Ask
yourself: Does the first paragraph tell the reader what the
article is about? Do the middle paragraphs support and
strengthen the main argument? Does the last paragraph have
a conclusion and some suggestions for action?

o Remember that writing is difficult for all of us and that your
ideas are worth the struggle. Try reading your piece out loud
to yourself or sharing it with someone else. Doing this will
help you clarify your ideas and get feedback on how you can
strengthen your submission.

*  Have fun!

SEND YOUR SUBMISSION TO:
The Abolitionist
¢/ o Critical Resistance
1904 Franklin Street, Suite 504
Oauakland, CA 94612

We do not accept individual appeals for money, legal support, or
publicity.

RESOURCES

Critical Resistance

1904 Franklin Street, Ste. 504
Oakland, CA 94612

(510) 444-0484

ww.criticalresistance.org

When the Prisoners Ran Walpole: A True Story in the
Movement for Prison Abolition

by Jamie Bissonette

www.southendpress.org

Intertribal Friendship House
523 International Blvd
Oakland, CA 94606

(510) 836-1955

www.ifhurbanrez.org

National Institute on Aging
Building 31, Room 5C27

31 Center Drive, MSC 2292
Bethesda, MD 20892
www.nia.nib.gov

Legal Services for Prisoners with Children
Older Prisoner Campaign

1540 Market St., Suite 490

San Francisco, CA 94102

(415) 255-7036

www.prisonerswithchildren.org

National Network for Immigrant and Refugee Rights
(510) 465-1984

WIWW.NNIFT. org

UnCommon Law

220 4th Street, Suite 201
Oakland, CA 94607
(510) 271-0310

www.theunconmmonlaw.com

Free the SF8

Committee for the Defense of Human Rights
P.O. Box 90221

Pasadena, CA 91109

(415) 226-1120

www.freethesfS.org

Federal Bureau of Prisons
Leonard Peltier
#89637-132

PO BOX 474701

Des Moines Iowa 50747-0001
www.leonardpeltier.net
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